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The following critique of the West German peace movement, written as a 
discussion paper by militants ofthe Revolutionary Cells and Rote Zora earlier this 
year, is an important document for activists involved in this movement 
throughout the world. Single issue politics, participation in bourgeois coalitions, 
an understanding of the meaning of typical peace movement tactics — petitions, 
die-ins, and hungerfasts—as well as the imperialist policies from which the 
heightened danger of war has developed, all deserve greater attention as in this 
text. 

To put this RZ/Rote Zora paper into context, we have included an introduction 
written by the editors of the French anti-imperialist paper L’Intemationale, No, 
5,1984, 


The installation of American missiles in 
Europe has resulted in the development of 
a large ‘pacifist’ movement, in particular, 
in countries where these were installed. In 
Germany, in particular, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people hit the streets. 

The size of the movement induced a 
number ctf miiitants into thinking that they 
on . bandwagon, try to 
fadfcalife iMis in tSis 

manner cont ribute to coi^ ciousness r^- 
ing. A few even thought that there was a 
real potential for destabilization of the 
capitalist system. 

However, if one considers that this 
movement appeared in large part as the 
expression of a more or less selfish fear, 
that clearly had no revolutionary tenden¬ 
cies, not even rebellious ones, and that it 
was, in addition, much too late to achieve 
anything whatsoever, the fact that it was 
controlled by all the reformist and bour¬ 
geois forces showed a lack of realism of 
seeing the potential of even a simple 
progressive movement. 

The focus of these forces on this 
bastardized and in fact, desparate, move¬ 
ment, reached its pesdc during the ‘hot 
autumn’ wait, when in the fall of 1983 
missiles were to be installed. This hot 
autumn was announced by the state, its 
police, its media and was, according to the 
latter, the burning passion of the German 
pacifists, with supporting demos and ac¬ 
tions, and the cops in obvious ambush. 

Yet it was clear that no force in the peace I 
movement wanted to or could mobilize ; 
enough radical support to stop, or at least j 
to stall the installation. As could have been i 
predicted, the hot autumn did not occur, ! 
the missiles are on their bases and peace | 
activists in their huts. In sum: a large 
fhistration for a few and subsequent 
accusations towards the movement who 
allegedly betrayed them, and towards the 
revolutionary groups who allegedly did 
nothing. 

‘Accusations’ coming essentially from 
autonomous militants, who, in large part, 
gave in to the myth of a movement and of 
the fail rendez-vous. 

in this text, the Revolutioiiaiy Cells, a 
group which since 1973, has ^conducted 
numerous actions, in particular against 
multinationals, and currently against the 
, war industry, responds to these militants 
j(who complain that they are placing them¬ 
selves out of the movement) by making an | 
'accurate critique of the bourgeois character 
of this mobilization and of the false attitude 
. (waiting, hope, illusion of possible internal 
transformation, deception, etc.) of radical 
militants, whose premises of radical ac- 
I tions had, for example^ previously ap- 
' peared in offensive demonstrations against 
the oaths taken by the German army 


recruits [see Resistance #7 for a discussion 
on these demonstrations]. This critique 
shows the contradiction of these militants 
in the face of mass movements of bour¬ 
geois character and the lack of proper 
political perspectives that ties them to any 
movement as long as it is a mass move¬ 
ment, as well as the inability to ieam from 
history, vhich in the 1950s had already 
given an example of such mobilization 
(hundreds of thousands of people in the 
streets to stop rearmament), with the same 
kind of result (the German army is one of 
the most powerful). 

The analysis of the role of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (FRG) is more 
complex, and, perhaps, minimizes the 
dependance vis-a-vis the NATO leader. 
However, it demonstrated with clarity the 
direct interventionist tendency imposed of 
the FRG by the redistribution of tasks 
within the aUiance. 

The text of the RZ has been widely used 
by the bourgeois press who have given 
detailed accounts of it, even reproducing 
long extracts. Their goal: to attempt to 
oppose RZ to the RAF. However, there is 
no antagonism, rather different practices 
inherent to the analysis and understanding 
of their own power, and of tasks to be 
fulfilled within the revolutionary move¬ 
ment. 

For us, this text is a supplementary 
element to enable the comprehension of 
imperialist practices today, of the limits to 
the peace movement and all one issue 
movements of this type, and the knowledge 
of the analysis and actions of RZ today. 

L’lntemfilioiiale 
No. 5, March 1984 


U Nm TODAY WE HAVE ONLY 
criticized the phenomenon of 
the ‘peace movement* with res¬ 
pect to specific actions, and we 
have rarely publically expressed ourselves 
i theoreticaUy. This does not mean that we 
deny the urgency of a systematic debate. 
But the development that this movement 
has taken in the ‘pre-autumn* period 
strongly disgusted us and was quite 
successful at blocking our interest in this 
debate. 

On top of all that, something inside us 
made us refuse to appear as devils jumping 
out their boxes and assuming their radical 
tasks on the government-date of the ‘Hot- 
Autumn’—as if ordered firom above and 
! already announced by the president of the 
I Constitutional Security. We like to deter- 
. mine our moments/goals and forms of 
Continued next page. 
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A NOTE TO OUR READERS 

Those familiar with Resistance since its, 
inception over three years ago will 
recognize our change in form to the 
present tabloid. We hope with this 
change to provide our coverage of the 
militant and armed front in the imperial-, 
ist countries to a much larger readership 
at a reasonable cost. We are indebted to 
our friends with the Open Road collective 
foi their assistance in this matter. Write 
to Open Road and to us with your 
comments on the inclusion of Resistance 
within OR. 

We are convinced that armed struggle 
in the advanced capitalist countries is a 
necessity to ensure the success of Third 
World liberation movements as well as 
our own, through the reduction of the 
internal peace the imperialist countries | 
need to enjoy if they are to engage in j 
oppressing underdeveloped countries, 
and by developing, here in the centre, a j 
clear break with reformism and present- 1 
ing instead a revolutionary alternative. | 

As one of the very few English i 
language periodicals which makes avail- 
able the texts of clandestine organiza¬ 
tions struggling in Europe and North 
America, we hope to assist in the 
development of this struggle through the 
stimulation of debate. Our choice of 
material is essentially non-sectarian. The 
anti-imperialist politics of the RAF and 
the United Freedom Front, the autono¬ 
mist politics of the Revolutionary Cells, 
and the revolutionary nationalist politics 
of ETA and the Black Liberation Army all 
share our pages. Our own background 
however, is anti-authoritarian, so we are 
especially pleased when we are able to 
present material from such groups as the 
Vancouver Five, the RZ and Rote Zora, 
and the Autonomous Anti-Capitalist 
Commandos as in this issue. 

There is room for improvement in any 
project, certainly with ours. We would 
like to see a greater debate over the 
politics as presented in the vari 9 us texts 
we have reprinted. We would like to see 
all who see themselves as part of this 
struggle, political prisoners, combat- 
tants, support groups and interested 
individuals, to consider this paper as a 
forum to express their opinions, as a 
place to develop a greater understanding 
and conception of urban guerilla warfare 
in the First World and its relation to the 
world-wide struggle for liberation. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

\Ve remain in a very poor financial 
position. Each issue now costs over 
$1,000 to produce, and if we are to 
continue (especially if we are able to 
printed separately from OR) we are 
dependent upon your financial support. 
Send us a donation to help us survive. 

Address all comments, texts, articles 
and cheques to: Friendi of Dornitl, 
P.O.B. 790, Stn. A, Vancoover, B.C., 
OuiiidAy6C2N6. 

BACK ISSUES 

Issues No. 7 & 5 are still available. 

No. 7 contains the following material: 
Canada—Illegal Actions on the Agenda (a 
letter on the activities of Direct Action and 
the Wimmin’s Fire Brigade); Trial of the 
Vancouver Five; Solidarity in BC (an 
account of working-class struggle against 
government ‘restraint’). USA—Anarchy 
Can’t Fight Alone (a letter from Black 
POW Kuwesi Balagon); Awaiting a Bigger 
Jury (an account of the trial of the Brinks 
defendants); US Capitol Building Attacked 
(communique from the Armed Resistance 
Unit); United Freedom Front Bombings 
(UFF communiques #4—8). West Germany 
—RAF Strategy Paper (1982 paper examin¬ 
ing the history of the RAF, lessons to be 
learnt, and new directions for the future); 
RZ Communiques (Beethoven vs McDon¬ 
ald, It Is Always War When The Army 
Takes To The Streets, RZ Hit Computer 
Centre); Three Anti-Imperialist Actions 
(Attack on Siemens, Attack on a Litton 
Subsidiary, Attack on an Officer’s Mess). 
Spain—New Anti-Terrorist Plan in Euskadi 
(Plan Zen). 

Issue No. 5 contains the Litton bombing 
communique written by Direct Action, an 
article on the firebombing of three Red Hot 
Video outlets (including the Wimmin’s Fire 
Brigade communique), a statement on the 
anti-NATO demo in West Berlin June 11, 
1982, a paper on the struggle of political 
prisoners in West Germany, and an inter¬ 
view with the Italian autonomist Francesco 
Piperno. 

These two back issues are available for 
$2.00 each. All other back issues are no 
longer available. 


intervention ourselves and we like to 
avoid—as much as possible—climaxes de¬ 
creed by the state. 

The decision to only punctually refer to 
the peace movement, not to engage all our 
forces in it, to reluctantly participate in the 
‘Hot Autumn’ and to spice it up a little bit, 
comes not only from a tactical discretion 
but is based primarily in comprehensive 
controversies of content, the importance of 
which revealed themselves completely to 
us only through time, which we here, in the 
following, want to put up to as wide and 
hopefully passionate discussion as possi¬ 
ble. 

At the same timjp, w realize, the 
^alysis of the internal ^nnection between 
crisis and wat is bnl^^^iie aspect, td-point 
out tears and breaks in the imperialist 
planning of the future, on which new 
revolts will catch fire. The fact that 
resistance and insurrection follow their 
own logic, i.e., that economic tendencies 
and social practices do not automatically 
coincide rests on another page that re¬ 
mains to be written. 

THE MOVEMENT ISN’T EVERYTHING 

The discrepancy is obvious: while capital 
and the state impose their crisis strategy 
and execute it in other regions on entire 
peoples, the danger of war has become the 
dominant theme in the imperialist centres. 
Neither the conscious politics of impover¬ 
ishment nor the actual wars that imperial¬ 
ism initiates on the different fronts of the 
Third World mobilize the people in the 
centres, but rather, a more or less, abstract 
threat of annihilation. Not a culture of 
revolt or one of class struggle is spreading 
but rather a culture of catastrophe which is 
strongly encouraged by the system. The 
justified fear of social impoverishment, of 
ecological deterioration and of the possible 
consequences of nuclear armament, is 
translated into a delirious vision of an end 
where everything will be annihilated and 
that only knows victims and no longer any 
perpetrators. 

‘Apocalypse Now’ seems to becoming 
the leading motive of an epoch which 
is moving towards restructurings of 
gigantic proportions. The secretive desire 
for the end of the world is becoming the 
specific reaction of the metropole to a new 
era full of unbearable contradictions which 
are only forerunners of these upheavals. 
Once already—in the ’20s—what was 
interpreted and experienced as the ‘des¬ 
truction of the West’ proved itself to be the 
global crisis of capital accumulation, which 
as is known didn’t bring the end of the 
world but rather a new period of capitalist 
development at the end of which fascism 
and devastating war were found. 

Where a spirit of finality spreads, there 
is no more room left for social utopias. The 
demand for a human life is secondary to 
the question of bare survival. Any escape is 
legitimized if it promises hope of being 
saved. Whatever results from that, less 


than total annihilation, serves to avert a 
supposed greater evil. Being threatened 
with the end of the world allows the state 
rulers the means to impose and enforce any 
sacrifice domestically and to make it 
appear, in comparison,,secondary. 

Just as the ‘Club of Rome’ and right- 
wing ecologists claimed what the crisis 
required was the willingness to self-denial 
in the face of the threat of ruin of all the 
basis of human existence on the planet, 
factions of the alliance for peace evoked 


nuclear apocalypse to preach political 
abstinence today. At the Bonn Peace Rally 
two years ago ‘peace rather than politics’ 
was the theme and for this reason a 
speaker representing some liberation 
movements (Third World) was not allowed 
to speak when he wanted to express what 
peace meant over there: 

“In our countries peace not only means 
‘not war’. For us peace means national 
independance, social justice, cultural iden¬ 
tity. For us peace means the end of daily 
violence, unjust structures of misery, 
hunger and the terror of the ruling class.’’ 

It is just as logical when state politics 
here are not measured according to their 


consciously created facts and imperialist 
plans, but rather their perpetrators are 
excused as prisoners of a dangerous 
situation which society now needs to 
overcome cooperatively. When at the last 
Church Day Willy Brandt lamented about 
the ‘powerlessness of the powerful’ who 
would be tom between doubt and confi¬ 
dence, he attracted applause and sympa¬ 
thy.^ The theory of the ‘arms race’ only 
knows—apart from a ‘stupid westerners 
hero* and a few other villains—losers and 


no organizers. Criticism of the arms 
build-up isn’t developing into a fundamen¬ 
tal opposition against the goals of imperial¬ 
ist politics, which are being defined by the 
medium range missiles, but rather it is 
remaining the correction of a regime that 
supposedly doesn’t understand the conse¬ 
quences of its actions. 

The politics of imperialism are in fact 
disassociated from their economic base and 
opposed to better bourgeois politics— 
based on the same foundations but appar¬ 
ently dependent on the will and morale of 
its representatives. As if the change of 
heart of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
in the stationing of the Cruise was in fact 
the result of internal purification of the 



“The justified fear of social impoverishment, 
of ecological deterioj^tion and of tiie poss^iik^ 
consequences of nuclear armament, is translated 
into a delirious vision of an end where everything 
will he annihilated and that only knows victims 
and no longer any perpetrators.” 
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party and not merely due to the loss of 
powerl Those who discuss war as if it were 
an abstract danger and nuclear annihila¬ 
tion as if it were mostly a technological risk 
totally absolve the instigators of blame. 
They indirectly attest to state politics; the 
same thing that state representatives con¬ 
tinuously express: that the preservation of 
peace would be their dearest cause and 
that, in fact, the only difference would be 
in the path chosen to reach this goal. This 
is how the movement against the ‘post¬ 
armament’ gets bogged down in the debate 
on security questions, that the peaceful 
ambitions turn into lectures on ‘alterna¬ 
tive’ methods of defence. The deployment 
isn’t supposed to be prevented against the 
will of the government but rather on the 
strength of better and more convincing 
arguments. This is why many actions from 
the peace movement—^from the petition to 
the very pious fasts whose effect exists 
primarily in the satisfaction of the person’s 
own willingness to sacrifice—remain only 
calls to reason and are carried by a hope 
that can’t be justified that good reasons or 
morals and not the necessities of capital 
realization, dictate the standards which are 
the basis for their decisions. 

Such politics get the adherents they 
deserve. This wide alliance which the 
speakers of the peace movement like to 
refer to so much to- prove their apparent 
strength, could only be achieved and held 
together in the long run at the price of the 
oppression of social revolutionary and 
anti-imperialist contents. The hectic reac¬ 
tions and the groveling distancing from the 
blood throwing action in the Provincial 
Parliament of Hesse made clear not only 
how narrow the consensus is, but also and 
especially that it always has to be enforced 
and maintained against the left. And, when 
the same people- preach for the hundredth 
time that the perspective of the peace 
movement lies in this enlarging and that 
for this reason, any escalation in antagon¬ 
isms would hurt this perspective, it only 
means that in this country, the elimination 
of left radicalism is still honoured and at 
least statistically positive. 

One is usually smarter afterwords: frlae 
politics don’t become more correct by 
trying to radicalize them from the Inside. 
Too quickly the beginnings of radical 
anti-nulitarism which had been expressed 
in the resistance to the public military 
ceremonies of the decorations of recruits in 
Bremen and Hannover subsided. Instead 
of continuing these beginnings and push¬ 
ing them to an autonomous movement that 
doesn’t stay stuck on the question of the 
missiles, but rather attacks the conditions 
that produce the arms of annihilation and 
with such a counter-movement confronts in 
a practical manner bourgeois pacifism, 
possibilities of mediation were looked for in 
the hope of an increase in the respective 
potential of various forms of protests and 
because of a lack in its own perspectives. 
The orientation of the autonomous milieu 
towards the peace community has however 
not lead to the hoped for multiplicity of the 
most various forms of action, to the 
synthesis of mass protest and militance but 
rather to conforming to a framework 
controlled by ‘political realists’. The defac- 
to restriction to the supposedly attainable 
immediate aim of the official peace move¬ 
ment—‘no Pershing H’—means the separ¬ 
ation of the deployment from its imperialist 
purpose and is. not only dangerously false 
because it focuses on the arms rather than 
all the people who control them. Beyond 
that it implies the neutralising of social 
revolutionary objectives because its refer¬ 
ence to the immediate effect on aU the 
people of this country takes away and all 
aspect of class politics from the resistance. 


For the weaker, the determin¬ 
ation of the place of confrontation 
is always of decisive significance 
and is our only real chance. 


The difference between bourgeois pro¬ 
test and resistance is in this way easily 
reduced to the abstract question of violence 
and moreover on a terrain where militance 
has hardly any chance of being understood 
as a real alternative anyway. By concentra¬ 
ting on points of military support and 
ministries for actions, i.e., on the bastions 
of power where it is strongest and best 
armed, any dynamics of action are limitied. 
With the current power relations there is 


nothing for us to win at these places 
because on this terrain we don’t have ‘the 
choice of weapons’. For the weaker, the 
determination of the place of confrontation 
is always of decisive significance and is our 
only real chance. Otherwise we abandon 
the field to the protagonists of the crassest 
resistance; of symbolism in the form of 
body blockades, of carpets of people and of 
‘die-ins’. 

THE PROBLEMS OF IMPERIALISM AND 
THE ‘WONDER WEAPON’ 

Whatever has been said or written about 
the purpose of the NATO ‘post-armament’ 
—it always starts from the assumption that 
the military escalation is an expression of 
the weakening of US imperialism. Weak¬ 
ened by a series of defeats in the Third 
World which the Soviet Union used to then- 
advantage to move into the created power 
vacumn and establish bastions of ‘real 
socialism’ (Soviet model) there, and under 
the mounting pressure of its one-time 
satellites. Western Europe and Japan 
which overtime have developed into dan¬ 
gerous competitors on the world market, 
the US is going on a confrontation course in 
order to change the international relation 
of forces to their advantage. The deploy¬ 
ment of the medium range missiles seems 
a genial move to deal with all the 
‘problems’ in one try : 

• The Eastern block will become subject 
to extortion and at least forced into 
neutrality on a worldwide level through the 
Cruise and Pershing missiles. 


• Thanks to this the US will again have a 
free hand in the coming—conventional— 
wars in the Middle East and Central 
America. 

• And finally through the dependency on 
the US nuclear forces the competition from 
the same side will be set limits. The FRG 
becomes a ‘pawn’ in the US war against 
the Third World, a ‘hostage’ that can be 
sacrificed in the course of purification of 
the inter-imperialist contradictions. 

The fact that the new phase of armament 
and the sharpening of the international 
tensions that goes along with that are an 
expression of deep and far-reaching chang¬ 
es in the world, is undisputed. However 
with time we’ve come to believe thkt the 
already mentioned attempts at explaining 
the whole thing that can be found in most 
fractions of the wide spectrum of the peace 
movement—even with different emphasis¬ 
es and, more so, with different conclusions 
—do little or no justice to an understanding 
of the actual purpose of the deployment 
and the anti-imperialist interests which are 
behind the military-strategic decisions. 


THE FRG—‘HOSTAGE’ OR THE NO. 2 
OF NATO 

Neither the fact of the creation of the 
FRG as a project of American order after 
WW n or even less the fact that German 
capital has been able to use this as a basis 
for exploitation and consolidation of politi¬ 
cal power to reattain global respect and 
influence, explain the hypothesis that the 
-US are using neo-colonial practices and 
their right of occupier to impose nuclear 
missiles on ‘us’ in order to comer a 
competitor that has become annoying and 
if necessary sacrifice it on the nuclear 
battlefield. It is also ‘super power’ fanta¬ 
sies which lead to the conclusion from the 
banal statement that ‘(West) German 
interests’ reach their boundaries where 
common interests of the Western side are 
touched, that the sovereignity of the FRG 
hardly exists. It is true that sovereignity 
can only exist within the scope and 
according to the conditions of Pax Ameri¬ 
cana, but this condition was and is the 
guarantee for the unprecedented transfor¬ 
mation of this republic into a model state. 

It is true that the necessities of capital 
realization always produce new rivalries 
between the most important centres of 
cafiital accumulation, each side attempts to 
obtain economically useful political advan¬ 
tages at the cost of the other (and as a 
general rule on the backs of still others). 
But this bickering in the middle of the 
Trilateral for pieces of the market and 
zones of influence are less a proof of 
growing fundamental differences but of 
their zealous fervour in pursuing the same 


common business which is intensified by 
competition. This is how all this competi¬ 
tion is finally placed behind the common 
will of the various departments—set out by 
the US, followed by the other members of 
the Western Alliance—to impose, if possi¬ 
ble, their interests in the final comers of 
this planet. 

The instrument of the common interest 
is NATO. The FRG, the undisputed No. 2 
within this supranational structure of the 
Western Powers is not a pawn but a pillar 
of NATO and inversely bases its power on 
it. The deployment is not a result of the 
preMure to prove itself in the wake of the 
American hegemony and—if it absolutely 
has to be—to deliver itself to the blade, it is 
not a fallback into insignificance but a 
further milestone in the successful path of 
this republic. It is the result of the global 
economic and political power which proves 
itself in taking over military responsibility. 

“In the long run it is not a (Jerman 
priviledge to only be the benificiary of a 
situation for which the preconditions have 
been created by others such as the US, 


Britain and France. German participation 
of one form or another may be inevitable 
one day.’’ Schenk, SPD. 

The times when others had to do the 
dirty jobs while the FRG merely paid and— 
always in reference to its heritage—used 
the more ‘elegant* methods of imperialist 
penetration are definitely nearing the end. 
The new definition of the NATO mandate, 
i.e., “securing vital interests outside Eur¬ 
ope,’’ or more explicitly, “the whole world 
is NATO’s business’’ (Haig), needs a new 
inner-imperialist division of labour be¬ 
tween member states. In this concept of 
division of labour the FRG is becoming 
along with the US, Britain, France and the 
non-NATO member Japan a core of ‘key 
states’ which are supposed to ensure order 
in their jurisdictional regions. How well the 
FRG has taken its responsibility to heart 
can be found in reports of torture and 
murder in Turkey. This country of targe 
strategic importance to the South-East side 
of NATO had to be elevated in a very short 
period of time to a replacement for Iran 
with the help of credits and military 
armament. That such a feat isn’t accom¬ 
plished by respecting the sacrosanct princi¬ 
ples of peace, liberty and democracy, but 
only through terror by a military junta, is 
part of the bitter routine of political affairs. 
The ‘soft manner’ attributed to the FRG is 
out of question here. It quickly reaches its 
limits when elementary positions and vital 
interests of the allian(!e are in danger. 

The deployment of the Pershings on 
West German soil has nothing to do with 
the FRG giving itself up (to the interests of 
the US) and because of that much more to 
do with the development of the FRG into 
one of the key states of NATO. The FRG 
must prove its capacity in a different 
manner than that of Britain or France: in 
its function as front-line in the East-West 
conflict as opposed to having armies that 
must march directly on Third World fronts 
(Lebanon, Chad, Malvines). The FRG is in 
no way a ‘turntable’ or a ‘hinterland’ of 
military logistics for a war that others fight. 
The ‘Wartime Host Nation Support Agree¬ 
ment’ obligates the FRG to fill all gaps that 
a departure of US troops would create in 
the wake of intervention in the Middle 
East. In the course of the ‘post-armament’ 
a West European equilibrium to the , 
Warsaw Pact is supposed to be created, the 
NATO objectives are to be enforceable 
from Western Europe itself. It is not 
surprising that Soviet diplomats in Geneva, 
with their demands that British and French 
nuclear arms and their mega-ton calcula¬ 
tions be taken into consideration, have so 
far faced brick walls. 

The legend perpetuated by factions of 
the peace movement of Europe as a 
‘hostage’ and the FRG as a ‘pawn’ 
primarily plays down Western European 
imperialism and reverses the existing 
relationships. With the ‘post-armament’ 
NATO has created for itself the strategic 
advantage of being able to redefine ‘ ‘the 
battlefield of the future,’’ i.e., “to carry 
the battle to the enemy.” (Airland Battle) 
The era when war between the two blocks 
was only thinkable at the level of nuclear 
exchange at the price of simultaneous 
annihilation is now coming to an end. The 
‘danger of war’ no longer exists for 
example in the abstract possibility of a 
nuclear holocaust due to the production 
and storage of overkill capacity—a possi¬ 
bility which in the FRG (and not only here), 
as is known, has existed for decades—but 
with the qualitatively new weapons sys¬ 
tems made war more calculable itself. The 
construction of Pershing II means the 
acquisition of an option for the strategic 
first strike. Its technical properties such as 
precision, flight time and range, permit the 
enactment of a nuclear battle below the 
level of a general inferno at the place 
where they want to engage the enemy. The 
Rogers Plan, the concept of Airland Battle 
—partly accepted with relief, apparently 
war is again put at the more tolerable level 
of a conventional engagement—^gives the 
framework in which the ‘post-armament’ 
makes sense. It opens, with the capacity of 
Western imperialism to win—even if it is 
more destructive—a new era, in which no 
limit can be fixed with respect to possibil¬ 
ities of global extortion, political as well as 
economic, while staying on their own soil. 
This way, if the ‘victims’ resist these 
manoeuvers they are made the aggressors, 
demanding a military response. 

Continued next issue. 
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REVOUmONARy 
CELLS 

Attack on Konrad Adenauer Foundation 




The Revolutionary Cells (Revolutionare Zellen—RZ) have existed in West 
Germany for almost 12 years. It is a clandestine organization with an 
anti-authoritarian structure and an open political concept which is defined by an 
ongoing theoretical political discussion about strategies and actions. There are no 
uniform positions. The majority sees itself as being part of the existing legal mass 
movements (womens-, squatter-, prison-, anti-nuke-, anti-imperialist-, and 
autonomous movements, etc .) by carrying out militant actions against related 
institutions (in most cases bombings of property). They explain their actions in 
communiques, news- or position papers. Not only that they want to attack the 
enemy but they also want to show people that there is more than the 'dead end' of 
the legal struggle; that we need a consciousness about the development of a 
militant stnigglefor social revolution and that imperialism will not be destroyed 
without violence. Most of the members of the RZ live aboveground as long as 
possible but carry out illegal acts. In these 12 years they have carried out some 
hundred actions without many members/people killed or arrested. 


T he Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
is less well-known than it should 
be. Through this action, we want¬ 
ed to directly damage it, as well 
as contribute to its political exposure: as a 
right-wing coalition foundation it plays a 
key role in the global surrounding of 
nations which are kept in a state of 
undevelopment, in Latin America in par¬ 
ticular. 

In its think-tank fashioned after the 
American model (the Institute for Interna¬ 
tional Solidarity), ideals for new German 
foreign policies in Africa/Asia/the "Pacific 
and Latin America are being elaborated. 
Policies of development, which, under the 
Social Democrats as well, were in the final 
analysis, nothing but new means of exploi¬ 
tation of the Third World (for each DM 
invested, 1.3 return to the centre), and 
which are becoming perfect means of 
imperialist power, means by which libera¬ 
tion movements such as the one in El 
Salvador, and completed revolutions such 
as the ones in Nicaragua, in Mozambique, 
in Angola and Zimbabwe, were destabil¬ 
ized, destroyed and buried. 

The Foundation’s strategies not only 
follow the totality of the ideology of the 
‘new world order’ of US imperialism, but 
are also modeled according to the principle 
‘operate separately—hit together*. 

With respect to its ‘basic initiative in the 
Carribbean’, the USA-FRG team shows, in 
its dealings with Nicaragua, how it intends 
to operate globally in the future: the US 
attacks from the exterior while the FRG 
attacks from the interior. ITie US organ¬ 


izes, finances, and trains anti-Sandinista 
military units, strangles superstructures 
and cuts credit; the FRG finances and 
supports through its ‘development ideals 
through means supplied in a directed 
style’, the interior front: capitalist union, 
right-wing constitutional church and coun¬ 
ter-revolutionary press. 

Next door to Honduras, Costa-Rica, less 
suspect but bankrupt, serves as an ideolo¬ 
gic and operational base against Nicarag¬ 
ua. The Foundation has also estabfished 
its general headquarters for Latin Ameri¬ 
can interirerition in CosLa-Rica. ‘L’Instituto 
Central Americano de Estudios Sociales, 
CAES* has built, in all countries of this 
region, associate parties, artificial organs 
without social basis which must cement the 
status quo. 

It is therefore not surprizing that already 
in March 1979 (still during the sad period of 
opposition), the CIA was showing an 
‘operational interest* in the Adenauer 
Foundation and its Bavarian branch, the 
Hans-Siedel Foundation. In a study, the 
secret service concludes that ‘repesenta- 
tives of the Foundation in foreign nations, 
would be party informers, who are no 
different than resident agents, except 
perhaps that they have a lower level of 
training in the specific realm of informa¬ 
tion.** This para-FRG and secret action 
activity (political and financial influence, 
communication of information useful to 
the party and even arms traffic) is register¬ 
ed by the CIA all over Latin America, 
Namibia, Zaire, Nigeria, Morocco, Jordan, 
and Saudi Arabia. Starting from these 



conclusions, information exchanges and 
cooperation are characterized in the world 
as counter-insurgency measures. 

In this context, the financing of political 
foundations is interesting. The lawyer 
Karl-Heinz Seiffert qualifies it as unconsti¬ 
tutional. For Henning von Vierrege, the 
significance of foundations for parties 
resides in the fact that they are subsidized 
by the state and the ^subsidies could not be 
attributed to parties due to constituional 
laws. In addition, subsidies to foundations 
are nearly exempt from any public scru¬ 
tiny. “Parties give financial information 
regarding their foundations with as much 
enthusiasm as that of people who have 
large revenues accruing from their Swiss 
bank account*’ (Der Spiegel). In other 
words, hundreds of thousands of DM 
which are given as subsidies to political 
foundations are nothing but huge amounts 
of funds destined to secret operations. 

It obviously does not surprize anyone to 
know that, of course, the Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation is also in the hands 
of the Foundation, even though it has 
always smartly kept its distance. “This is 
the business of foundations, the activities 
of political foundations do not have to be 
judged’* declares Siegfried Lengl, ex-chief 
of the Seidel Foundation, who today 
determines, as State Secretary to the 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation, poli¬ 
tics in this realm. Of course the ‘honoura¬ 
ble* Adenauer Foundation is moving away 
from the ‘scandalous* Seidel Foundation, 
which, for example, operates in Portugal 
with Kaulza de Arriaga, the butcher of 
Mozambique, or in Spain with the fascists 
Fraga and Munoz, in Turkey with Turkes, 
the chief of the ‘grey wolves’. In reality, 
Seidel’s operating frnds have increased 
sevenfold since 1977 and these funds are 
coming from the Adenauer Foundation, 
which itself gets its funding from taxpayers 
before it turns them over to the Seidel 
Foundation. 

As was already said: operate separately- 
hit together. This well strategized game is 
demonstrated by a key figure: Edmund 


Moser, longtime director of the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation in Latin America (in 
Caracas). He ammases for, and through 
the intermediary of, the Seidel Foundation, 
donations from Siemens, KWU, AEG, 
Bosch etc., in order to finance, for exam¬ 
ple, the extreme right COPEI party in 
Venezuela. The funds are illegally trans¬ 
ferred through his brother’s and the sadly 
famous ‘Bavarian Union’s’ accounts, and 
are sent to South America for the fight 
against ‘subversion*. 

In July 1980, members of the Salvador¬ 
ean junta answered the Adenauer Founda¬ 
tion’s invitation and came to West Berlin to 
learn the latest tactics on the ‘effective 
fight against terrorism*. This caused a 
number of protests; it also caused a 
decision taken by the people at the 
Adenauer Foundation to create, through 
their intermediary Moser, an organization 
that could take charge of this type of 
‘delicate operations’, this way saving the 
Adenauer Foundation from media criti¬ 
cism. ‘The International Association for 
Liberty and Democracy* was founded. It 
organized, in April 1983, a press conference 
for FDN ‘contras’, during which the FDN 
can call for the armed overthrow of the 
Managuan government. In May 1983 
after five months of brainwashing, the 
ex-Salvadorean commander, Alejandro 
Montenaro is introduced as a dissident to 
the FRG public opinion, and sent on a 
European tour. 

In the ‘Treatise on German Foreign 
Policies’, it is said guardedly: “The con¬ 
siderable activity in the realm of develop¬ 
ment aid given by political party founda¬ 
tions, remains, due to its ramifications, 
difficult to control. The external activities 
of these institutions go beyond develop¬ 
ment aid. There have been few foreign 
policy instruments that have this kind of 
intense influence on the opinion of the 
controlling political powers of various 
developing nations.** 

Revolationafy Cells 


NATO runway construction blockaded in Frankfurt. 


NATO Pipeline Bombed 


O n June 14, 1984 we blasted the 
country-wide NATO pipeline at 
Lorch. Part of the imperialist war 
preparations of NATO is the 
continuous expansion of a military fuel 
supply network in the entire FRG. The 
military installations are supplied with fuel 
by a pipeline system and different main 
and auxiliary fuel depots. The money for 
the installafion of these nerve cords comes 
out of a special NATO infrastructure 
programme, for which i.e. between 1951 
and 1977 over $6 billion (US) were spent. 
Further priorities of this infrastructure 
programme are 220 airfields, 10,000 km of 
pipelines and suppy installations for 2 
million cubic metres of fuel, port installa¬ 
tions, rocket launching sites, war head¬ 
quarters, depots, communications and air 
defence sector. 

The route of the pipelines is easy to 
determine. As soon as the lines cross 
streets, railway embankments, rivers, 
streams, or canals, red and white marking 
posts are set up on both sides. In the open 
they are positioned at least within eye¬ 
sight. In forests the line always goes 
through a glade at least 6m wide, it never 
runs directly through but rather always just 
by housing areas. The pipes lie in a 
trench 80-100 cm wide and 120 deep and 
are embedded in sand. They are 200 cm in 
diameter and have a wall thickness of, 
depending on the depth of the trench, 7.1 
and 8 mm. Here in the south some of the 
posts have signs saying: fuel supply line, 
regional district south, sitting Idar-Ober- 
stein. 

The fact that the agent of the yankee war 
plans. Federal Minister of Defense Woer- 
ner, lives just a mile from the place we 
attacked wasn’t the determining factor for 
us. For us the point is to effectively fight 
the NATO war machine as a central part of 
the imperialist politics for world domina¬ 
tion. At the same time, we know that we 
won’t achieve that through this single 
action but rather through the continuous 
expansion of this political practice. With 
the goal of becoming an actual proletariat 
counter power which without a doubt 


percieves itself in context with the peoples 
struggling for liberation in the neo-colonies 
of imperialism.and in the young socialist 
countries of the Third World. 

The present world economic crisis which 
is being ‘overcome* on the backs of the 
proletariat in the metropole, but even more 
so on the backs of the peoples of the Third 
World is nothing more than the expression 
of the restructuring of the international 
monopoly capital for the reconstitution of 
their political, economic-technological and 
military power. The results of this are 
hunger and increased mass-poverty in the 
neo-colonies, unemployment and impover¬ 
ishment of the proletariat in the metropole. 

We have to resist this reconstitution 
project of imperialism on three levels: 

1. against the division and individualiza¬ 

tion of the resistance, 
for organization and determination 
in anti-imperialist struggle! 
against the extermination project of the 
pigs against our imprisoned 
comrades in the isolation wings, 
for the common fight for their 
association! 

against the retreat into the subculture, 
for the development of the resist¬ 
ance within the entire working 
class! 

2. against the monopolist ‘new technolog¬ 

ies’, 

for the radical prevention of their 
employment: attack the plants 
and the research centres! 
against rationalization and automation, 
for work time cuts and pay in¬ 
crease! 

against lock-outs and defensive strike 
action, 

for orgainzed worker militance! 
against the project of international fin¬ 
ance and monopoly capital to 
divide the working class world¬ 
wide and play them off against 
one another: through division of 
production on international lev¬ 
el, dictation of national political 
Turn to page 13. 
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“From the toothbrash to the wheel chair, 

an in the service of hamanlty/^ 

W hether it be in the service of 
army information, Tornado 
radars, Leopard or Guepard 
tanks, whether it be in the 
Milan or in military* radio radar systems, 
whether it be in the making of the new 
NATO information system, NICS (NATO 
Integrated Communication System—a sys¬ 
tem which necessitates that the ¥RG be 
equipped with fibre glass cables), Siemens 
electronics is busy. There is no NATO 
strategy without the electronic participa¬ 
tion of Siemens, practically no war in which 
Siemens will not have benefitted. 

Siemens is the second producer of 
weaponry in the FRG, if one considers the 
revenue from weapons, and has a direc¬ 
tor’s role concerning research in the realm 
of military technology. Micro-electronics 
are essential for the building of weapon 
systems: two-thirds of the cost of building 
new weapons can be attributed to electron¬ 
ics. The development of micro-electronics 
is, as any other precise technology, of 


military origin. 

Information technology is a central in¬ 
strument to the waging of domestic as well 
as foreign wars: computer files, surveil¬ 
lance instalations on the streets, nightclubs 
and prisons, ID controls. All this would be 
unthinkable without micro-electronics. The 
BKA regional police services are all equip¬ 
ped with Siemens computers and Siemens 
is always first when it is time to get 
contracts financed by the state. 

Because Siemens always likes to hide the 
part it plays under the guise of trust 
activities (‘^everything for humanity, from 
the electric toothbrush to the wheelchair,”) 
it is another reason for us to scratch this 
nice facade, to destroy its image of a clean 
enterprise. 

To show its responsibility in military 
oppression and exploitation, we exploded 
two bombs in two of its factories: in Bruns- 
chwick and in Witten. 

Only our anger can help us fight the 
state of the imperialist norm. 

As certain factions of the peace move¬ 
ment focus their attention only on Cruise 
missiles, it would be easy to believe that 
the decision regarding the stationing of the 
missiles will be the deciding factor on 


Leopard tank. Above: chip production at Siemens factory. 


whether there is a war or not. 

• But we forget that countless people are 
victims, day after day, in these countries 
that we call develping, victims of policies of 
genocide, overt or covert, pursued by 
Western imperialism, artificial famines, 
forced sterilization, war in the name of 
progress and liberty according to the 
Western model. 


• But we forget that also here, powerful 
interests are imposed using increasingly 
exploitative and repressive means. 

• We forget that it is our daily oppression 
that ensures ‘internal peace’, the peace 
they need for their policies of foreign 
imperialist wars. 

ROTEZORA 


STATE OF THE IMPERIALIST NORM. 

Siemens Action 


Resistance is Possible 

ROTE ZORR 


The following interview was sent to the German womens magazine Emm^ 
and although it wasn *t an interview by Emma, it was published m June 84. In 
1974 * women of the RZs ’ bombed the Supreme Court which had decided one day 
earlier to withdraw the reform of the abortion law. In '77 ^omen of Rote 
bombed the Federal Doctor s Guild in Cologne stating: We see 
Doctor's Guild as exponents of rape in white trenchcoats. " This was followed by 
the attacks on pornography stores, women traders, and the Schering company 
which was put on trial for producing the birth defect-inducing ^wogynon pi//. In 
August 1983 they blew up the bus of Gunther Menger in front of fyis villa. He is a 
trader (buys and sells) of Thai-girls '. These women traders serve Germen men 
exotic women under 'terms of delivery' with a list of 'types and possible 
'testinP Provision: 5500(Can), but costs "will soon be compensated because 
girls from the Far East don't smoke and drink .'' The courts and police cannot see 
a legal way to stop these modem slave traders. Die Spiegel wrote at that tirne 
"These women traders only have to fear the 'Red Zora . This interview is the 
first one where they explain why they struggle autonomously inside the RZs and 
the nature of their relationship to the women's movement. 


Let’s start with who yon are. 

Zora 1: If this is a personal question then 
we are women between the ages of 20 and 
51. Some of us sell our labour, some of us 
take what we need, and others are ‘para¬ 
sites’ on the welfare state. Some have 
children, some don’t. Some women are 
lesbians, others love men. We buy in 
/liecriicfino ciin#*riYiftrkets. we live in udv 


houses, we like going for walks or to the 
cinema, the theatre, or the disco. We have 
parties and cultivate idleness. And of 
course we live with the contradiction that 
many things we want to do can’t be done 
spontaneously. But after successful actions 
we have great fun. 

What does your name mean? 

Zora 2: ‘The Red Zora and her Gang’ (a 


children’s book)—that is the wild street kid 
who steals from the rich to give to the poor. 
Until today it seems to be a male priviledge 
to build gangs or to act outside the law. Yet 
iparticularily because girls and women are 
strangled by thousands of personal and 
political chains this should make us masses 
of ‘bandits’ fighting for our freeddom, our 
dignity, and our humanity. Law and order 
are fundamentally against us, even if we 
have hardly achieved any rights and have 
to fight for them daily. Radical women’s 
struggles and loyalty to the law there is 
no way they go together! 

Yet it Is no coincidence that yonr name has 
the same first letters as the Revolutionary 
Cells (RZ). 

Zora I: No, of course not. Rote Zora 
expresses the fact that we have the same 
principles as the RZs, the same concept of 
building illegal structures and a network 
which is not controlled by the state 
apparatus. This is so we can carry our 
subversive direct actions—in connection 
with the open legal struggles of various 
movements. “We strike back” this slo¬ 
gan of the women of May 1968 is no longer 
as controversial today regarding individual 
violence against women. But it is still very 
controversial, and most of the time taboo 
as an answer to the power conditions that 
steadily produce this violence. 

What actions have you carried out and 
what was the background? 

Zora 2: The women of RZ started in 1974 
with the bombing of the Supreme Court in 
Karlsruhe because we all wanted the total 
abolishment of §218 (the abortion law). In 
the Walpurgisnight (last day of April, 
‘Women Take Back the Night’) 1977 we 
bombed the Federal Doctor’s Guild be¬ 
cause they undermined even this reduced 
abortion reform. Then followed the bomb¬ 
ing against Schering during its Duogynon 
trial, and constant attacks against sex- 
shops. Actually one of these porno stores 
should bum or be devastated every day! 
Therefore we think it absolutely necessary 
to tear the oppression of women as sexual 
objects and producers of children out of the 
‘private domain’ and to show our anger 
and hate with fire and flames. 

Zora 1: We don’t limit ourselves of direct 
or^vious women’s oppression. As women 
we are also concerned about social power 
conditions, whether it be urban or^^v^i- 
mental destruction; or capitalist ways of 
production; the same conditions men are 
confronted with. We don’t like the left 
* division of labour’ under the motto: the 
women for the women’s question, the men 
for the general political themes. Nobody 
can take away from us the responsibility for 
changing our everyday life. Therefore, for^ 
example, we have set fire to the fancy cars 
of the lawyers of ‘slumlord’ Kaussen, who 
were responsible for a series of brutal 
evictions. Together with the RZs we 
printed pirate public transportation tickets 
and distributed them in the Rulo area to 
introduce a little bit of zero-tarrif. 

Zora 2: Our latest bombings were direct 


ed against Siemens and the computer 
company Nixdorf. They promote the devel¬ 
opment of new domination technology for 
more sophisticated possibilities of war 
production and counter-revolution. They 
also have the function of remodeling 
labour, especially on the backs of women 
world-wide. Women here will be exploited 
with the technology of these companies by 
working isolated from each other in part- 
time jobs, without social security. The 
women of the so-called Third World will be 
worn out by producing these technologies. 

At the age of 25 they are totally ruined. 

How Important Is the connection to the 
Third Worid, the exploitation of women 
there, for yon? 

Zora 1: In all our attacks we’ve declared 
this context, also when we attacked the 
women traders and the Philippine Embas¬ 
sy last year. We don’t struggle for women 
in the Third World—we instead struggle 
with them—for example against the ex¬ 
ploitation of women as a commodity. 'This 
modem slave trade has its equivalent in 
the conjugal possession conditions here. 
The forms of oppression are different but 
they all have the same roots. Nobody can 
play cards with us any longer. The 
separation between men and women has 
its equivalent internationally in the separ¬ 
ation between people of the First and Third 
World. We ourselves profit from the 
international division of labour. We want to 
break with our involvement with this 
system and understand our common inter¬ 
ests with women from other countries. 

You explained how you understand your 
practice, but you didn’t explain why you 
organize yourself In the context of the RZs. 
Zora 2: First of all the main reason is that 
these politics were developed by the RZs 
and we still think they are correct. During 
our development we determined our own 
content—^therefore we organized autono¬ 
mously as women—^but we fall back on the 
experiences of the RZs. We also think that 
the cooperation of radical groups can 
strengthen the militant resistance. There 
were productive forms of cooperation such 
as the actions against the Reagan visit or 
the discussion paper about the peace 
movement. But there are also stressfiil 
discussions. Sometimes men who other¬ 
wise transform their radical breaking with 
this system into a consequent pr^ce are 
lilariflihgly far away from realizing what 
anti-sexist struggle means and what mean- 
>ing it has for social-revolutionary perspec¬ 
tive. Between us women it is also contro¬ 
versial where the limits are, when a 
cooperation strengthens or paralyzes our 
women’s struggle. But we think our 
feminist identity unites us with some 
women of the RZs. 

Does that mean that you define yourself as 
feminists? 

Zora 1: Yes, of course, we think the 
personal is political. Therefore, we believe 
that all things social, economic and politi¬ 
cal which structure and reinforce the 

Continued next page. 
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so-called personal are an invitation for 
struggle, especially for us women. These 
are the chains we want to tear apart. But it 
is incomplete to make the oppression of 
women here in West Germany the only 
< turning point of politics and not to see 
other oppressive conditions such as class 
oppression, racism, or the annihilation of 
whole peoples through imperialism. This 
attitude never understands the base of 
misery: Aat the oppression of women and 
sexual division of labour are presupposi¬ 
tions which are fundamental for oppression 
of any kind—against other races, minori¬ 
ties, the old and the sick, and especially 
against those who revolt. 

Zora 2: For us difficulties start when 
feminist demands are used to demand 
equal rights’ and recognition in this 
society. We don’t want women in men’s 
positions and reject women who make their 
career inside the patriarchal structure 
under the guise of women’s struggles. 
Such careers remain an individual act from 
which only some priviledged women can 
profit. Women are only allowed to design 
and manage power in this society if they 
advocate the interests of men. 

The women’s movement was quite strong 
in the ’70s. It sdiieved some in ^ 

legal way* For example! the straggle 
against the abortion law, publicity about 
violence against women in the hunily, and 
as an act of power and violence, the 
building of autonomous counter stractuies. 
Why do you then maintain the necessity rf 
armed straggle? 

Zora 1: Of course, the women’s move¬ 
ment achieved a lot and for me the most 
important is the development of a broad 
consciousness about women’s oppression 
in this society. Also women no longer 
experience their oppression as an individ¬ 
ual case or thi^ they themselves are 
responsible for it, instead women come 
together and experience their common 
strength. The things that were organized 
by the women’s movement like women’s 
bookstores, women’s centres, women’s 
newspapers, and meetings or congresses— 
all this has been part of the political reality 
for some time and is a strong part of the 
development of the struggle. 

Zora 2: Some successes were rather an 
expression of the situation in a society 
which can allow women some leeway. Of 
course when they wanted women in the 
factories and offices they created more 
places in kindergartens, but this didn’t 
lead to a basic change in the lifestyle of a 
woman. It requires a continuous movement 
whose aims cannot be integrated, whose 
uncompromising section cannot be forced 
into legal forms, whose anger and dedica- 
^0 non-parliamentary struggles and 
anti-institutional forms is expressed with¬ 
out limit. 

Zora 1: The legal route is not sufficient 
because the usual repression and struc¬ 
tures of violence are legal. It is legal if 
husbands beat and rape their wives. It is 
legal if women traders buy our Third World 
sisters and sell them to German men. It is 
legal when women ruin their health and do 
the monotonous work for subsistence wa¬ 
ges. These are all violent conditions which 
we are no longer willing to accept and 
tolerate and which can’t be changed solely 
by criticism. It was an important step to 
create a public consciousness about vio¬ 
lence against women, but it didn’t lead to 
its prevention. It is a phenomenon that the 
screaming unfairness which women suffer 
is met with an incredible proportion of 
ignorance. It is a tolerance which exposes 
male parasitism. This ‘typical situation’ is 
connected to the fact that there is not much 
resistance. Oppression is only recognized 
through resistance. Therefore we sabo¬ 
tage, boycott, damage, and take revenge 
for experienced violence and humiliation 
by attacking those who are responsible. 

What do you think about the contemporary 
women’s movement? 

Zora 2: We think it wrong to talk about 
the women’s movement. On the one hand 
the women’s movement is understood as a 
result of long existing structures, of pro¬ 
jects, encounter centres, and of mysticism. 
There are many currents which do not rein¬ 
force each other very fruitfully, but instead 
partly exclude or fight each other. On the 
other hand new political impulses start 
from different contexts where women are 
becoming aware of their oppression and 
are radically questioning patriarchial struc¬ 
tures and developing politics in the inter- 
ests of women—for example Women in 
Latin American solidarity groups, in anti¬ 
imperialist groups, in the squatter move 


ment. Therefore the saying “The women’s 
movement is dead, long live the women’s 
movement’’ is accurate. The women’s 
movement is not a one issue like the 
anti-nuke or squatter movements, which 
will not survive if no more nuclear power 
plants are built, or no more property is 
available for speculation. The women’s 
movement relates to the totality of patri¬ 
archal stmctures, their technology, their 
organization of labour, their relationship to 
nature, and it is therefore a phenomenon 
which won’t disappear with the removal of 
some cancerous growths, but instead in the 
long process of social revolution. 

Zora 1: The women’s movement has 
never really analysed its defeat around the 
abortion law and around the state financing 
of projects like shelters for battered wom¬ 
en. It lacks a rejection of state politics. 
Also, it anticipated the turning point in 
family politics through the wave of the new 
motherhood in the women’s movement. 
Also, the class question never existed; 
social differences were denied by the. 
universalization of sexist oppression. This 
makes it difficult to find an answer to the 
worsening of labour conditions, increasing 
oppression, and reactionary family politics 
in the present crisis. The lack of a 
perspective for action in order to react 
appropriately to the attack leads to the 
dilemma of either going offensively against 
reactionary politcs or solely preserving the 
unfolding of leeway for women. We can’t 
solve this problem in theory, but we don’t 
think the building of women’s committees 
(in the Green Pa^) is an appropriate 
solution. The experience is that women do 
not come to power by ways which exist 
directly to exclude women and to stabilize 
and conserve patriarchal domination. 
Therefore, we consider women’s commit¬ 
tees which want to organize greater influ¬ 
ence in parties and institutions the wrong 
way. 

Zora 2: But in the meantime other impor¬ 
tant discussions and analyses by women 
which consider the future development of 
society have begun to develop. The in¬ 
creasing oppression, with the help of new 
technologies, is investigated from the point 
of view of the lowest echelons of our 
society, new wages and work structures fcr 
women are analysed, the indirect str^- 
tures^of women are understood. Many 
women understand and reject the everyday 
war against women—the wave of hard core 
,pom and propaganda contempuous of 
women—and the call of the society for 
increased motherhood and more feminini¬ 
ty. They also understand that the setbacks 
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in women’s and family politics are presup¬ 
positions for the crisis and the new 
strategies of capital. The policy of popula¬ 
tion control, for example the change of the 
abortion law, is the attempt to have a 
qualitative influence on the development of 
the population. Among other things its aim 
is to multiply the ‘healthy’ German middle- 
class together with state sponsored genetic 
technology, which is a development we 
have to prevent. Today we need more 
urgently than ever before, a radical wo¬ 
men’s movement which has the power to 
prevent and break open the social and 
political encirclement, not only of women, 
but also of foreigners and minorities; a 
women’s liberation movement which does 
not reduce the hope for revolution to a nice 
dream. 


We don tfight for women in the Third World—we instead struggle with them. ’ ’ 
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Do you understand yourself as being part 
of the women’s movement, or of the 
geurilla movement, or both and how do yon 
see the context? 

Zora 1: We are part of the women’s 
movement. We struggle for women’s liber¬ 
ation. Beside theoretical commonalities 
there also exists another unity between our 
practice and the legal women’s movement, 
that is the personal radicalization which 
can encourage other women to resist and 
take themselves and the struggle seriously. 
It is the feeling of strength if you see that 
you can do things which before you were 
afraid of, and if you see that it brings about 
something. We would like to share this 
experience. We don’t think it has to 
happen in the forms we choose. For 
example, take the women who disrupted a 
peep show by drawing women’s symbols 
and dropping stink bombs—these actions 
encourage us, strengthen us, and we hope 
women feel the same way about our 
actions. Our dream is that everywhere 
small bands of women will exist, that in 
every city a rapist, a women trader, a 
battering husband, a misogynist publisher, 
a porn trader, a pig gynecologist should 
have to feel that a band of women will find 
them to attack them and make them look 
silly in public. For example, that it will be 
written on his house who he is and what he 
did, on his car, at his job—women’s power 
everywhere! 

How can you take responsibility for pos¬ 
sibly endangering the lives of Innocent 
people with your actions? 

2Sora 2: Why is it that people always 
assume that those who deal with explosives 
don’t care about what is self-evident for 
yourselves, for the women’s movement or 
the left. It’s the opposite! Because of the 
possibility of endangering life we are 
forced to be especially responsible. You 
know as well as we do that we could give up ' 
if you were right with your question. It 
would be a paradox to struggle against a 
system for which life is only worthwhile as 
long as it is utilizable and at the same time 
to become as cynical and brutal as that 
system. There were many actions we 
rejected because we couldn’t eliminate the 
danger to innocent people. Some firms 
know this full well which is why they prefer 
to move into residential buildings. They 
speculate with our morals if they move into 
residential dwellings to protect their prop- 
perty. 

What do you say against the argument: 
armed actions harm the movement. They 
are part of the reason for Increasing 
surveillance of the women’s movement to 
denounce It as terrorist, that it’s split and 
isola^ from the mq|ority of women In the 
women’s movement. 

Zora 1: To harm the movement — ^you talk 
about the installation of repression. The 
actions don’t harm the movement! It’s the 
opposite, they should and can support the 
movement directly. Our attack on the 
women traders, for example, helped to 
expose their businesses to public light, to 
threaten them, and they now know they 
have to anticipate the resistance of women 
if they go on with their business. These 
gentlemen’ know they have to anticipate 
resistance. We call this a strengthening of 
our movement. 

Zora 2: For a long time the strategy of 
Turn to page 13. 
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Honeywell 
Bull Action 

T his morning we placed a bomb 
in front of Honeywell Bull in 
Dusseldorf. It is one of the most 
important American multina¬ 
tionals that manufacture computers. 

This trust produces electronics for the 
guidance system of the Cruise missiles, 
military aircraft, and missiles and war 
ships. 

These products are manufactured in 
close collaboration with the US army. The 
American Minister of Defense has made 
Honeywell Bull its primary supplier in the 
manufacture of MX intercontinental mis¬ 
siles. 

It was also a Honeywell Bull computer 
that was in charge of the coordination of US 
Air Force bombings in Vietnam. These 
were coordinated from the American army 
headquarters in Heidelberg, and that 
computer was partially destroyed by the 
RAF in 1972. 

We did this action to mark the beginning 
of the Cruise missile deployment which is 
planned for November 22,1983. 

On November 21 and 22 there will be 
parliamentary debates concerning the sta¬ 
tioning of the missiles, debates during 
which Kohl will read the governments 
declaration. In fact, the government’s 
decision has been taken for a long time. 
Parliamentary debates have no other func¬ 
tion than the safeguard of the * appearance 
of democracy’. By letting the ‘Greens’ and 
the SDP express themselves as ‘enemies of 
overarmament’, one seeks to hide the fact 
that the decision regarding the stationing 
was not taken during the debates, and even 
less by state institutions, but rather, that it 
was taken by the ruling circles of the US 
and NATO. 

As a reactionary party, the CDU, then 
and after the change in government, 
accepted to assume the task to impose the 
stationing, in spite of the large popular 
protest movement. This enables social 
democracy, which in 1979 imposed a 
resolution opposing overarmament in Eur¬ 
ope, to play its traditional historical role as 
an integration force by playing their role of 
overarmament adversary in the heart of the 
peace movement. The fact that Willy 
Brandt was able to be a spokesperson at 
the large Bonn protest clearly demons¬ 
trates that this political manoeuvering is 
successful in the current phase. 

With the coming of the new missiles and 
the resulting immediacy of the military 
threat, the imperialists have now acquired 
the means to force the Soviet Union and the 
countries of the Warsaw Pact to be more on 
the defensive, and in the event of US and 
NATO agressions in Third World coun¬ 
tries, to force them to react more or less 
passively, or more exactly, to suspend their 
eventual support. 

The most current expression of the 
interventionisit US policies is the attack by 
the rapid intervention troops in Grenada. 
From an economic and military perspec¬ 
tive, Grenada is relatively insignificant for 
US imperialism. What the US troops were 
to ibort, was the commendable attempt by 
the people of Grenada to build, in spite of 
various difficulties and objective cons¬ 
traints, a more just and socialist society, 
and this because the US feared what 
Grenada represented in terms of hope and 
perspectives, to the men and women of the 
Carribbean. Outside of being the first 
victorious attempt by the Rapid Interven¬ 
tion Forces, Grenada represents a ‘test’ 
with respect to Nicaragua and El Salvador, 
to judge how the media and the global 
public opinion will react to such agres¬ 
sions. It is also becoming incresingly clear 
that the build-up in counter-revolutionary 
aggressions in these countries is imminent. 

In the Near-East the build-up also 
continues. After the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, which had as its goal the 
destruction of the Palestinian and Leban¬ 
ese revolutionary movements, it is clearly 
evident today that the situation has not 
evolved in a profitable US imperialist 
venture. Despite severe losses by the 
revolutionary forces, the armed struggle of 
the people of Lebanon is regaining in 
strength. The US and NATO states cannot 
solely count on their regional representa¬ 
tive, Israel. They must also send, through 

the intermediary of their figurehead that 

the ‘peace troops* represent, more and 


more soldiers and military equipment in 
Lebanon, in order to prepare for new 
aggressions against the resistance. 

The build-up of imperialist wars is the 
unified and global development that has its 
counterpart in metropolitan areas here. 

Industrial nations are the base of depar¬ 
ture of aggression against nations and 
Third World liberation movements. Here, 
their political power is still stable, which is 
why all their economic and military inter¬ 
vention potential is directed towards Third 
World nations. This is why they can be 
attacked by relatively weak revolutionary 
forces here, in the ‘heart of the beast’. 
They therefore are currently organizing, in 
parallel with the increase in Third World 
wars and war preparations in Western 
Europe, to attempt to break the resistance. 
We can feel it everywhere: the continual 
development of the police apparatus, the 
increasingly dense network of files and 
preventative controls by State Security, 
preparations for a large criminalization of 
leftist militants by massive propoganda 
campaigns, arrests, imprisonments, pris¬ 
on, and an increase in instructions and 
trials. The acuteness of the global confron¬ 
tation is expressed here, in the FRG, in the 
most overt manner, in the confrontation 
between State Security agents and political 
prisoners. The will of extermination of the 
State is clearly evident in all the measures 
taken against the prisoners: the ‘white’ 
torture of total isolation, psycholgical man¬ 
oeuvering against each prisoner, physical 
assaults... 

Because they have not been able to, up 
until now, break the will of the political 
prisoners, they are intensifying the pro¬ 
gram of destruction and terror against the 
prisoners. They are now attempting to gain 
total control over the identity and life of the 
prisoners. For this they want to create a 
vacuum in practicing a law effectively 
forbidding all prisoners’ contact with the 
outside, and by using law §129a, which is 
applied to build an ‘illegal information 
system^ to completely isolate prisoners 
from political debates and to forbid them 


all contact with the outside: friends law¬ 
yers, parents. 

In the face of this offensive by the State 
Security apparatus, RAF prisoners .and 
prisoners of the resistance movement pose 
the demand, which simultaneously consti¬ 
tutes a tool for the fight, the regroupment 
into units which are capable of interaction. 

By this demand, prisoners are fighting to 
obtain conditions which will enable them to 
have a collective life and political debates 
in prison. 

At the same time, the regroupment of 
guerilla prisoners and of the resistance is a 
concrete step towards the realization of 
unity and the organization of anti-imperi¬ 
alist and revolutionary resistance of the 
above. 

We want to fight for this demand 
because unity of political prisoners and the 
revolutionary movement in the struggle, 
breaks from the outside the project of the 
death prison. It is only together—inside 
and outside—that we will develop the 
strength which will permit us to impose 
regroupment. 

Regroupment represents for us the 
qualitative step that we want to accomplish 
on the outside: to conceive and to render 
possible the active unity of anti-imperialist 
resistance and the guerilla armed struggle. 
At this point there is little more than the 
promises of this conception. This is the 
weakness that we are currently observing. 

Our action is only part of liie necessary 
response. It however contains essential 
elements: to develop structures and actions 
that will permit reaction to the acuteness of 
the confrontation, advance, and in particu¬ 
lar, attack. 

This is the only way that we will perceive 
our task in the international liberation war. 

Regroupment of resistance 
and RAF prismiers. 

SoUdarify with all straggling prisoners. 
Destroy NATO. 

Unify in global anti-imperlaltot resistance. 

November 20,1983 


Spy School 
Bombed 

T oday, we have attacked the intel¬ 
ligence service school of the Ger¬ 
man Federal Army in Bad Ems. 
This espionage school trains mili¬ 
tary intelligence agents to: 

• spy on the population; 

• surveill the blockades and demonstra¬ 
tions at the entrances of military instal¬ 
lations; 

• spy on conscientious objectors; 

• investigate the loyalty of soldiers to¬ 
wards the state; 

• spy in the interior of the East Bloc and 
Third World countries. 

The disciplines taught are, for example, 
‘interrogation techniques’ (torture to ob¬ 
tain confessions), techniques of listening 
and observation. 

It is from here that all the agents of MAD 
(German counter-espionage service) who 
afterwords are engaged as secret liason 
officers (air, land, sea) and within the 
different defense sectors of the FRG, or are 
simply employed as intelligence agents 
within the contingents, are trained. 

Moreover, all the military attaches who 
are sent as legal spies within the diploma¬ 
tic embassies are trained here. 

Within the structure of the military 
organization of the Federal Army, the 
school, as well as the Office for the Security 
(of the Constitution) of the Federal Army 
based at Cologne (MAD commanding 
service) is subordinated to the military 
intelligence service of the Grand Chief of 
Staff of the armed forces based in Bonn, 
who is himself directly subordinated to the 
Minister of Defence. 

No limit is set for collaboration between 
the intelligence services MAD, BND, BFV, 
(DST Germany) and BKA, on the 
personal plane or with the computer 
systems, and the same goes for foreign 
intelligence services, CIA or MOSSAD. 
The principles of their filth are established 
at the highest levels of NATO. It is for this 
reason, for example, the military intelli¬ 
gence chiefs of the different nationalities 
meet Regularly at the NATO general 
headquarters. 

This action constitutes our contribution 
to the ‘Week for Peace’. We think that 
peace is not only saying we want to prevent 
the stationing of the missiles, because the 
Pershing IIs are only a part—a central 
part—of their war preparations. But, with¬ 
out Pershings and the Cruise, numerous 
wars have been waged since 1945, in the so- 
called period of peace. Hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people have been slaughtered, 
from Vietnam to El Salvador, by napalm 
and fragmentation bombs, or as in Chile 
and Turkey assasinated during torture, 
executed with arms. 

The war did not end in 1945. We will 
fight to obtain the end of imperialist 
domination. To seriously want peace must 
mean to want the worldwide end to 
imperialist domination, which means fight¬ 
ing for revolution. 

We have chosen the Federal Army 
installation not only because we find it 
right to intervene against their obscure 
machinations, but also because designa¬ 
ting the USA as the principle enemy hides 
the role of the FRG as a centre of 
imperialist power. 

The leaders here have the same interests 
determined by profit and power, their guns 
are directed towards the east, the south, 
and against us. 

It is because of this that we need to trace 
a very distinct line of demarcation from the 
NATO imperialist state, the FRG. 

JOIN WITH US IN THE HGHT FOR THE 
LIBERATION OF HUMANITY 

WAR AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR 

STRENGTH AND CONTINUITY FOR THE 
PRISONERS IN THE nGHT FOR RE- 
GROUPMENT 
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Question: Could yon begin with a little 
histoiy? 

Answer: Our appearance may be situated 
near the end of 1977, in full flight of radical 
struggle and assemblists. A lot of assem- 
blyist groups multiplied at that time, 
participating in all the struggles and 
imprinting them with an autonomist and 
class character. It must be said that these 
sectors then had an enormous social 
importance and their assemblyist dynam- 
ique prevailed in many important struggles 
which unfolded in those years: Vitoria, 
Renteria, factory struggles... 

TURNING TO DIRECT ACTION 

As groups of youths developing in these 
sectors, we saw the necessity of turning to 
direct action, to defend with arms that 
which we struggled for. It was in this way 
that we decided to form an organization 
with autonomous, separatist and anti-capi¬ 
talist characteristics, our objective being to 
create a spirit of popular self-defence 
without the military hierarchy which, like 
the ETA, also stmggles arms in hand. 

Q: But this situation whlcb yon have 
described has changed today. 

A: That’s obvious. With the legalization 
of the political parties and the trade union 
centrals, the state is beginning to realize a 
pi^ocess of concessions of freedoms to close 
the door on other forms of organizations 
which put forward many more dangerous 
demands. Before putting in place the 
reform, in Euskadi, there existed an 
autonomous, assemblyist movement, that 
wanted to achieve an alternative worker’s 
power, that put forward the self-organiza¬ 
tion and self-management as alternatives 
to capitalism. 

A DOMESTICATED WORKER 
MOVEMENT 

Today, what dominates is a tame worker’s 
movement, save fortunate exceptions, 
which demands no more than larger 
salaries and improvements, and which 
accepts the existing situation. For us, this 
change didn’t come to exist by chance, it is 
much more the fruit of a pact between 
capitalism and the party system in order to 
maintain a well-disciplined labour move¬ 
ment. 

In this transformation of the working 
class, the unions have had an historical 
responsibility. Since their legalization, the 
union centrals have carried out very 
concrete politics, presenting themselves as 
the only valid representatives of workers, 
marginalizing those who believe in the 
positions of self-organization of all proces¬ 
ses of negotiation of collective agreements, 
etc, criminalizing the assembly and launch¬ 
ing the employer’s repression against all 
those who do not enter into the cadres 
established by them. 

All this, in the context of unemployment, 
the crisis and the existing repression, has 
had as a consequence that large sections of 
workers, especially the less combatative, 
distrust worker’s autonomy as class prac¬ 
tice and delegated all their confidence to 
parties and trade unions. 

Q: What do you think of the existing 
political situation: the latest elections, the 
LOAPA (law on the autonomist regions), 
etc. 

A: The socialist victory of October was all 
too foreseeable. The social democracy 
came to power to straighten out the 


processes of ‘democratization’, which we 
call the processes of social control, which 
could not be carried out by the UCD(l). 

Their politics are clear: act strongy 
against the sectors which have not swal¬ 
lowed the reform in order to gain the 
confidence of the army and the Spanish 
oligarchy, the real pillars of established 
power. Meanwhile by the application of the 
minor reforms, such as the expropriation of 
Ramasa(2) or the law on the plurality of 
functions, they attempt to maintain and to 
improve their image among the electorate. 

The Plan Zen(3), the industrial reconver¬ 
sions which they are in the process of 
carrying out, shows in practice the real 
character of social democrat government 
and also sufficiently indicates the incapaci¬ 
ty of the autonomous institutions to res¬ 
pond to these attacks of the central 
government. 

Q: What analysis do you make of the 
sectors which have supported the reforms 
in Euskadi? 

A: I believe that you refer to the ‘ruptur- 
ist’ sector. It is necessary, there, to m^e a. 
distinction. The ‘nipturist’ sector is an 
obvious conglomeration* in which you find 
something of everything, from those who 
reject only the existing institutional cadre, 
all the way to those, including us, who 
question all forms of power and all forms of 
participation in bourgeois institutions. 

Q: How does Henri Batasnna[4] fit In the 
spectrum you have Just outlined? 

A: Although there is currently a debate 
on this subject within HB, we would place 
them in the first group. That is to say, they 
now question the institutions because 
they’re based on a rejected constitution, 
but they don’t question being present in 
institutions per se. In other words, if the 
balance of power shifted tomorrow, we 
don’t believe HB would find it difficult to 
run for government. 

Moreover, it must be remembered that 
HB participates in the municipalities. 


which are for us a link in the chain of the 
capitalist system, an institution moreover, 
contrasted to the practice of popular 
counter-power of which we are partisans. 

A LEADERSHIP VISION OF STRUGGLE 

Another aspect of HB that must be 
pointed out is their leadership vision of 
struggle, and the hierarchial model, albeit 
a non-traditional one, that they use. Inside 
that coalition, though they speak of self¬ 
organization and assemblies, there exist 
leaders who they have mythified and made 
the interpreters of the revolutionary pro¬ 
cess. It shows, finally, both their ambigu¬ 
ous position regarding class struggle and 
their devoutly electorialist politics. 

Despite all that, HB has succeeded in 
uniting the majority of ‘rupturist’ groups in 
Euskadi. But we must not forget that there 
also remain many struggles and specific 
cases, like the factory, the anti-nuclear and 
marginal movements, the unemployed, 
etc., where the class struggle takes on 
global dimensions. 

Q: And what do yon think of the national 
problem? 

A: For us, that problem is related to the 
class struggle. There cannot be separate 
solutions. We declare ourselves indepen- 
dentists. We are Basques, we are of a 
people very different from the others, on a 
cultural as well as ethnic and linguistic 
levels. As autonomists, we take'up the 
struggle for independence as a rupture 
with any sort of dependence, national, 
economic, ecological, etc., through gener¬ 
alized self-management, guarantee of real 
independence, in solidarity with other 
nations and communities. 

Q: Where do you differ from the ETA 
[miUtaryl? 

A: Well, to start, we can establish two 
groups of differences: on the one hand, 
organizational differences, on the other, 
ideological differences, even if it is clear 
that the one is the consequence of the. 
other. On the organizational level, we see 
ETA as a highly hierarchicial organization. 
To us, that’s a serious contradiction. Our 
organization rejects the control of some 
people Over others. All power of decison 
resides with the assetubly where each 
constituent group has complete autonomy. 
We are based on self-organization as our 
organizational form and on direct action as 
our method of struggle. 

On the ideological level, the differences 
are profound. ETA claims to be leading the 
revolutionary struggle in Euskadi towards 
the KAS Altemative(5), and to achieve 
that, it is based on the parties that support 
and struggle for that alternative: ANV, 
HASI, JARRAI... For us, parties and 
unions are instruments of social control. 
Though the parties declare themselves 
revolutionary, it is utopian to want to 
reform them, to say that they are ‘new’ or, 
more, revolutionary, because, as time 
passes, they will have the same function: to 
direct and control the struggles. 

It is impossible for us to conceive of a 
military organization leading a revolution¬ 
ary process. We conceive of armed strug¬ 


gle as a way of developing a mass 
consciousness of self-defense, which will 
produce a mass offensive for the destruc¬ 
tion of the system. 

The differences have been demonstrated 
as well by our practice to date. ETA carries 
out armed struggle focussed mainly a- 
gainst repression. We are developing a 
more global armed struggle, where fight¬ 
ing repression is one more area, but npt the 
only one. The unions, labour disputes, the 
capitalists, etc., are areas in which we 
intervene, since it is equally in these areas 
that capitalism develops. 

Q: And regarding ETA[politico-militaiy]? 
A: Why speak of ETA(pm)? In addition to 
their hierarchial composition, their com¬ 
promise with reform has left them in quasi¬ 
disintegration. Anyway, we want this 
interview to clarify the positions of those 
who are fighting the system, and ETA(pm) 
is better known for reinforcing it. 

BLOCKING THE REPRESSIVE OFFEN¬ 
SIVE OF THE BOSSES 

Q: If the government were to negotiate 
regrading the KAS alternative, would yon 
continne the armed straggle? 

A: There is no doubt that today, at least 
from our point of view, there exists the 
conditions to develop armed struggle. 
What would have to be seen is if the points 
of the KAS Alternative would suffice to 
alleviate the conditions that exist today: 
repression in all areas, negation of the 
Basque nation, politics of restructuring and 
lay-offs. In our view, some points like 
‘improvements for the working class’, or 
‘replacing repressive agencies with others 
at the service of the people” are very 
ambiguous and we will see if their devel¬ 
opment slows the campaign of the bosses’ 
repression led by capital, or if the ‘bas- 
quisation’ of the police serves the people or 
represses them (as we had already the 
occaison to verify). 

At any rate, we believe that the form and 
character that the armed resistance would 
acquire in the context of the KAS Alterna¬ 
tive would be very different from what is 
practiced today, because the degree of 
liberty would be much greater, and we 
would begin another process to which the 
forms of action would have to be adapted, 
if it were required, of course. 

Q: How do yon see the outcome of die 
existing sitna^n? 

A: To begin, one must be aware of the 
fact that the transformations of capitalism 
and the degeneration of the worker’s 
movement have led to forms of organiza¬ 
tion, forms of action, and the traditional 
ideas and vocabulary no longer make 
sense. In conjunction with that bankruptcy 
of traditional forms of organization, we are 
aiding the rebirth or redevelopment of 
other forms which, to us, suggest the 
direction of the revolutionary process: the 
marginal struggles, anti-militarism, eco¬ 
logical struggles, struggles against wage 
labour, and all those that the system, and 
its watch dogs, the party bureaucrats, 
aren’t disposed to take up, since these 


Continued next page. 



8 


RESISTANCE: DOCUMENTS AND ANALYSES OF THE ILLEGAL FRONT 

















would truly challenge them. 


Euskadi 
August 1983 


A STRUGGUB OF LONG DURATION 


For us, the issue raised by the fore of these types of 
struggles, is to become aware of and to prepare ourselves 
for a struggle of long duration, keeping in mind that the 
methods and forms of organization of these struggles will 
determine the type of society for which we struggle. 

Q: Do yon want to add anything In conclusion? 

A: What we have said in this interview doesn’t claim to 
be a recipe. It is an analysis distinct, we believe, from 
those that have been made until now. 

What we want is for people to become aware that no one 
is going to solve their problems, not us, not others. The 
outcome of the present situation will come when people 
begin to be activists, without delegating their future to 
whoever wants it; in having the conviction that without 
self-organization, we will again be sold. 


1 Union of Democratic Centre (UCD). Neo-Franquist 
coalition of convenience, assembled to carry out the 
transition from Franquism to democracy. Now defunct, 
one part having joined the social-democrats, the other the 
ultra-conservative right of Fraga Iribame. 

2 Trust whose *magouilles’ were too conspicuous. 

3. Special Northern Zone: military-police grid plan for 
the Basque country. 

4. Henri Batasuna: United People, electoral coalition 
with a radical nationalist base, regrouping diverse 
organizations, it is, in fact, the political and institutional 
front (in the town halls) of the ETA(m). 

5. KAS Alternative: Platform-program of transition 
presented by the coalition of radical nationalist parties. It 

supported by the ETA(m). 



J,M. Benaran (**Argala'\ revolutionary member 
of the ETA (Basque Nation and Freedom), was one of 
those responsible for the *Ogro* operation, the 
execution of Franco s First Minister Carrero Blanco, 
Argala was one of the principle victims of Spanish 
staters dirty war against Basque nationalists. The 
following autobiographical note is an introduction to 
a book by J. Apalatigua on the history of the Basque 
liberation struggle. 

WHAT UNITES US IS BELONGING 
TO THE SAME CLASS. 

was asked to make a presentation which deals with a 
theoretical analysis of Basque nationalism, with its 
conception throughout history as seen by different 
social classes in the Basque country, and with its 
relationship to internationalism in the working class 
conciousness. It seemed to me more pertinent not to make 
a critical presentation—each reader will without doubt 
make her/his own—but to briefly present my personal 
political experience, i.e., the development of my consci¬ 
ousness of the national Basque question and the working 
class of our country, as well as the development of my 
consciousness throughout my political activity as an ETA 
militant in the southern Basque country and, later, as a 
Basque refugee in the northern Basque country. 

In order that this account will not be misinterpreted I 
would like to clarify that it is not meant to be a biography, 
rather it tries to bring to the reader a personal 
experience—neither more or less valid than that of any 
other Basque—in order to enrich the threoretical work of 
Jokin Apalatiqui with actual experienced events. 

I do not presume that one person’s experiences are 
applicable to others, even if the personal evolution may 
have arisen from following the same organizational paths. 
On the other hand, I consider that experiences are not 
rational except with a certain drawing back from the. 
present. An experience cannot be of use unless we take into 
account the precise circumstances and the causal elements 
—which one could have forgotten not having been 
conscious of them at the time. 

I was born in Arrigorriaga in 1949. When I lived there, 
Arrigorriaga was an important village of about 8000 people, 
of which a good number were immigrants from different 
regions and people of the Spanish State. But close to the 
Basque language zone of the Arratia valley, in the area of 
the industrial city of Bilboa and its surroundings, there was 
a very high percentage of immigrants. For this reason and 
many historical reasons, one spoke Spanish almost 
exclusively. Until a dozen years ago, ‘Euskara’ was a 
language on the road to extinction, known only to a 
decreasing number of ‘baserritarras’ (Basque speakers). 

The young were ashamed to speak it on the streets. 
Knowledge of ‘Euskara,’ instead of being a symbol of 
national affirmation for a different people, provoked an 
inferiority complex. 

My father, of working class origin, bom in the same city, 
worked since his childhood. During my first six years, he 
and his brothers owned a small carpentry business. This 
business employed only one paid worker who frequently, 
outside of working hours, lived as part of the family. My 
father, a Basque, spoke absolutely no *Euskara*. Myj 
mother, of Basque origin, was obliged at a very young age 
to offer her services as a ffemme de menage* (cleaning; 
woman) at rich bourgeois homes, work which she followed 
until her marriage. Although able to speak Basque, at the 
house she spoke only Spanish. 1 don’t know if this was due 


to a common life with my father and his family—we all lived 
in one apartment— or due to a prevalent inferiority complex 
amongst the *Eukaldunes’ of that era. 

When I was a child, my father won a lottery and was able 
to amass enough money to start himself up in housing 
construction. He became a small industrialist in 
construction, a social level he maintained to his death. 

For a long time the teaching I received in school was the 
major determinant in my education. I studied the valour of 
the Spanish conquistidors and the famous crusaders and 
considered the loss of the Spanish empire to be a 
lamentable result of historical injustices by nations such as 
England and France. For me, Primb de Rivera, founder of 
the ‘Phalange,’ was a national hero. The ‘Reds’ as history 
books call them were Fr-a-nz^nictYiA- 

they were atheistic hordes of rapists and assassins. 


Never during my childhood did I seriously ask mysell 
questions about the national Basque problem, even though 
I knew a little through my father. He listened each night to a 
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clandestine radio programme whose news, half covered by 
crackling and interference, was almost inaudible. 

My father was a Basque patriot who sympathized with 
the National Basque Party (PNV). And I was a Spanish 
patriot, partisan of franco who, after three years of ‘sedition 
and convent fires’ had given peace ‘to all the Spanish. ’ For 
this reason, conflicts at the house were frequent. And if I 
was never punished it was simply because my father 
understood he was talking with a child. He preferred to let 
me grow up and ripen rather than reprimand me. 

My paternal family and its mostly nationalist awareness 
formed my surrounding milieu. I could frequently note the 
strange conversational atmosphere in the privacy of their 
homes. They spoke of Sabine Arana, founder of the PNV, 
and of J.A. Aguirre, then president of the Basque 
government in exile. All this, without my knowing it, 
impregnated my subconscious. It was not sufficient to 
counter the influence of school teachings, or even to bring 
me to pose questions of which I was, anyway, little aware. 

On the other hand, I have a strong memory of the 
impossibility of communicating with my maternal grand¬ 
mother. She spoke Spanish with difficulty and I didn’t know 
Euskara. Our conversations were limited to exchanging a 
few words. She died without our ever having a real 
conversation. I also remember that when we visited these 




grandparents, my mother spoke Euskara with her family 
and I couldn’t understand anything. These sporadic visits 
produced a sense of inferiorify in me. Sentiments which, I 
later understood, were those of a large part of my people. 

My father, in spite of his Sabian nationalism, was a 
fervent admirer of the social organization of the USSR and 
of communism in general—even though he understood it in 
a rather particular way. This is certainly why the terms 
‘socialism’ and ‘communism,’ once freed from the weight 
of school education, appeared to me as a more positive 
social option than others, in contrast to the anti-communist 
heritage that Basques of all social levels received from 
traditional nationalism. My difficulty in uniting with these ^ 
ideas was found on the ideological terrain, for I was 
^pr o fou n dl y r eligious - . -—=— - - _ _ - ^ " 

My father’s friends were workers and my friends were 
the sons of workers. I grew up in this social milieu although, 
until adolescence, I was unable to understand the division 
of society into classes. However, it was not these relations 
which pushed me to take the position of the working class 
and opt for the Marxist social model. I believe that this 
evolution happened in two stages: negation of petty-bour¬ 
geois individualism, condemnation of capitalist exploitation 
and, in response to that, affirmation of labour and the 
idealist vision of religious inspiration and of society. 

I remember very well my father’s economic preoccupa¬ 
tions with the development of his business. The 
construction of a building depended on the sale of buildings 
built previously and on bank credits. I remember him often 
alone in his office, sick to distraction—a sentiment which I 
was not spared. I quickly understood that this law of the 
jungle, which controlled the social relations between 
businessmen, could not carry even a minimum of social 
good. The way 1 understood it, of course, was that it was 
preferable to collectivize property so that benefits and 
preoccupations would be equal for all. This memory stayed 
so profoundly anchored in me that I never did want to take 
up my father’s business, in spite of the benefits which, 
without a doubt, it pulled in. 

Since I was of the age of reason—in a manner of 
speaking—I could measure the expoitation of the working 
class without, for all that, understanding it for a long time. 
I’ve seen workers—my very neighbors—who, after their 
long working days, were obliged to work overtime in my 
father’s business or in others in order to survive with their 
families. At about seventeen years of age I joined a Catholic 
action movement, the Legion de Marie. One of its goals was 
to ‘dive’ into the misery, to try to console those who must 
submit to it. 

What became progessively evident to me was that 
consolation suppressed neither hunger nor sickness. It was 
only with the struggles of the workers which arose in my 
region in the mid-sixties, and particularly with the Bandas 
strike and the repression during the state of emergency 
! which followed, that I came to understand the division of the 
society into classes and the opposing interests. 

I understood the problem but again I misunderstood the 
possible solutions. The antagonistic character of the 
confrontation between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat 
hit me and, in a general way, so did the rationalization of tjie 
social problem. My vision was made of personal 
experiences and my idealist interpretation. I had to be close 
to those who suffered and help them. I had to do something 
to improve the conditions of working life, and I came to 
understand the existence of a capitalist mode of production 
which provoked the exploitation and repression of the 
working class. I recall, for example, that to sensitize people 

Continued next page. 
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to the Viet Nam war we posted, at the door of the parish 
church, photographs of children killed by bombs. But what 
neither 1 nor my friends understood then was that the 
Viet Nam War, with all its consequences, was not evil in 
itself. It was the product of American imperialism’s fight 
against the just aspirations of the Vietnamese for social and 
national liberation. And that the only possible solution 
rested in the defeat of the U. S. troops on this territory. 

It was a little later that I came to the profound ideological 
transformation which allowed me to put each piece of the 
jigsaw puzzle together. I liked to study and I saw the need to 
rationalize my experiences, to understand the why of 
things. My religious conception of life, of man and social 
relations, entered a crisis. This was because the religious 
conception was insufficient to explain the problems which I 
posed myself. It was then that I began to study Marxist 
theory. 

By this time people were talking about a new political 
patriot organizaton, Basque and socialist, which struggled 
for the independence of the Basque country. It was called 
the ETA. The ikastolas developed and the young began to 
sing in Euskara. The Basque question was. posed in all its 
breath. Our people, practically annihilated, were resusci¬ 
tated. This resurrection was felt equally in Arrigorriaga. 

RESURGENCE OF NATIONALISM 

Evening classes of Euskara for adults began and those 
who spoke Basque began to overcome their complexes and 
were proud. 

These two factors—Marxist study and the renaissance of 
Basque nationalism—made me conscious of the Basque j 
country as a different nation, composed of seven regions 
seperated by the arms of the Spanish and French state 
oppressors. I also became conscious of the division ot 
society into classes set against each other by their 
irreconcilable interests, and the Basque country was not an 
exception in this sense. I equally understood what the! 
‘evangelization of America* by the Spanish was and what 
the ‘crusades’ were, the ‘reds’ and the ‘glorious national 
uprising.* I understood that the issue was not that the rich 
should help the poor, not that the workers* salaries to be 
raised, but that the means of production must be socialized. 
To find solidarity, good will was not enough; it required a 
transformation of the capitalist mode of production into a 
socialist mode of production. 

I understood that the working class had to take political 
power, that the state apparatus was not neutral, that the 
working class was obliged to destroy the bourgeois state to 
create another, their own; that the bourgeoisie had recourse 
to arms where its privileged members were in danger, and 
that if the working class did not pose the question in like 
terms, we could expect many massacres and little 
revolution. Once this process of comprehension was 
„ begun—and 1 hope it w^ never be considered to have 
endedr—1 accepted my eniranceinto the ETA. 

In spltl'bftihe diffiCulfies arising out of the clandesfinity 
in which our political relations had to develop, my 
militantism in the ETA permitted me to deepen my 
understanding of the natinal question and its relationship to 
the class struggle. But it was fundamentally the split the 
C2tme about at the Sixth Assembly that obliged me to revise 
my world vision. Before taking a position, the Assembly 
allowed my to give my vision coherence, confirming for 
myself its correctness. 

NATIONAL QUESTION & REVOLUTION 

The group called the Sixth Assembly defended the thesis 
that the national oppression suffered by the Basque peole 
was a historical consequence of the process of consolidating 
the capitalist mode of production, and in pursuit of the 
domination of the largest markets possible, the French and 
Spanish bourgeoisie, had seperated the Basque country in 
two. In trying to homogenize their respective markets, they 
destroyed the old legal Basque organization and tried to 
suppress its language. They imposed French and Spanish 
cultures which not only became dominant but, moreover, 
the only ones admitted. Once the capitalist mode of 
production no longer have any interest in maintaining the 
oppression of the Basque people, this oppression will 
automatically disappear. Consequently, the fundamental 
objective was the triumph of the socialist revolution in the 
French and Spanish states. 

To achieve that as quickly as possible it was necessary to 
unite workers at the state level, for it is at this level that the 
class struggle develops in a significant way. ETA had 
always defended the independence of the Basque country 
and after the Sixth Assembly this demand divided the 
Basque workers. It was therefore necessary to abandon it 
and adopt a policy in favor of national and self-determina¬ 
tion, without adopting a concrete option on this subject. 
The independance option was counter-revolutionary for it 
sowed division among the working class and put a break on 
the revolutionary process. It was also petty bourgeois for it 
represented an attempt by the Basque petty bourgeois to 
become the dominant class in the newly created Basque 
state. 

The independentist option then was reactionary. Very 
cautiously, coincident with this thesis, armed struggle was 
considered a method reserved for elites of messianic 
ambition, who tried to substitute themselves as protagon¬ 
ists of the working classes. It did not represent more than 
the expression of a petty-bourgeoisie who were desperately 
disputing their historical marginalization. Following this 
shema, and fortunately it was never said, ETA represented 
nothing more than the antifranquiste, and as such, radical 
version of the petty bourgeois policy of the PNV. Finally, it 
was nothing more than an organization calling to be 
assimilated by its Party once political democracy was 
acquired, if this was possible. 


If I was in agreement with their analysis of the origin of 
oppression of the Basque people, I totally rejected the 
conclusions drawn. Their schema, an exact copy of the one 
applied by Lenin in the USSR, seemed wrong for the Basque 
country. The people do not choose at a given moment but 
continually, in a process in which their options may 
change. Spanish imperialism was not the only cause of the 
existence of the independence option. There was also the 
historical incomprehension of the Basque question by the 
Spanish working parties. The independence option was the 
political expression of the popular elements under the 
direction of the working class. Only they are capable of 
assuming the direction of a process of such breadth. It is 
precisely because the working class has taken up the 
Basque question that the national renaissance of the 
Basque country is possible. 



Guardia Civil 


As an ETA member, my relations with representatives of 
Spanish revolutionary workers’ parties served only to 
confirm this vision. The parties didn’t understand the 
Basque question except as an embarassing problem that 
they must make disappear. It always seemed to me that 
‘Spanish’ unity was for them as sacred as it was for the 
bourgeoisie. They never managed to understand that the 
national character of the, struggle of the Basque country was 


judgement in 1970. Since then it has only increased. 
Armed struggle was the result of the converging national 
oppression and class exploitation that &e Basque workers 
were subjected to under the Franquist dictatorship. Its 
growth obeyed the conditions of life and of historical 
ideological formation of the Basque people. 

Armed struggle did- not halt the work of mass 
organizations at other levels. On the contrary, because it 
became the worst enemy of the Spanish regime, the other 
forms of struggle became secondary enemies, which could 
be more easily accepted by Franquism. It did provoke 
intense waves of repression in the sectors that were trying 
to organize the patriotic masses. But his wasn’t due to 
armed struggle in itself; it was due to the organic unity, at 
the heart of the ETA, between these sectors and the armed 
struggle sectors. 

The Sixth Assembly declared itself internationalist and 
called the ETA ‘national petty-bourgeois.* But what is 
proletarian internationalism? Does being internationalist 
require the workers of a divided and oppressed nation to 
disown their national rights and to fraternize wtih workers 
of the dominant nation? 

PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM 

In my opinion, no. Proletarian internationalism signifies 
the class solidarity expressed in mutual support between 
the workers of different nations, with mutual respect for 
their particular forms of national identity. If relations 
between the Spanish proletarian forces and the patriotic 
Basque forces aren’t any better, it’s not because of the just 
demands of the latter, because of incomprehension and 
opportunistic action of the former. 

Does proletarian internationalism require the workers of 
the more politically advanced nations to brake their rhythm 
to lend a hand to those from less advanced nations? If it 
were so, humanity would be stationary. If socialist revolu¬ 
tions and countless liberation struggles have triumphed, 
this is due to the existence of countries who have not 
understood proletarian internationalism in this way. 

Experience proves that each country that triumphs over 
capitalism breaks ground for the extension of the world 
socialist revolution, for there is not better advice than 
example. The best way to cultivate internationalism is to 
advance the social revolutionary process where conditions 
lend to it. 

The patriotic sector of the Basque working class—which 
didn’t exist in a conscious sense for forty years, allowed 
the petty-bourgeoisie to guide the national struggle—al¬ 
ready existed in the sixties. The evolution of the ETA, with 
its rude jumps and deviations in all directions, only 
expressed the search for ideological and political affirma¬ 
tion by this class which was at the heart of a reality occupied 
by foreign sectors. 

The split at the Sixth Assembly was decisive. Since then, 


a revolutionary factor. On the contrary. For thepi it was but 
^a discordant note in^ the r eyplutinna ry prog^ss that —ith^^ not ^een a matter of knowing where one was, but of 

noped to control. knowing ho\^ one must situate oneself. The fact that the 

As for the relations between the continental Basque ETA, more understood as phenomenon rather than as an 
country (north) and the peninsular Basque country (south). 


exile permitted me to learn the problem directly. Up until 
then my opinion on this came more from historical and 
ideological reasoning than from any real understanding of 
the continental Basque country. However, experience only 
confirmed my hypothesis and endowed them with a more 
scientific basis. 

The continental Basque country is a region practically 
lacking in industry. The bases of its economy are made of 
primary sector activites and tourism. With a population of 
not more than a quarter million, and completely on the 
margin of French economic centres, it suffers from 
emmigration of its young workforce. Euskara is well known 
in the rural zones and passably known on the coast. The 
participation of the continental Basque on the side of France 
in the two wars of national liberation, and the non-existence 
of a social class capable of a national dynamic meant that, 
until recent years, national consciousness was the exclusive 
property of intellectual sectors. But the expansive wave of 
the struggle from the peninsular Basque country has 
permitted a growing development of consciousness. The 
French state became aware ^ the dangers represented by 
this and declared the ETA and Enbata illegal. As often in 
the case, such a measure only served to reinforce the new 
nationalism. New organizations formed and they began, 
albeit slowly, to grow. It is obvious that the only viable 
economic for the continental Basque country is its 
integration with the peninsular zone. There it can find the 
technology and capital it needs to cease being a tourist 
reserve and producer and emmigrating labour. 

In spite of the different cultures in the Basque zones 
created by two centuries of forced seperation; common 
language makes integration possible. I became aware that 
in spite of the low level of national consciousness in the 
continental Basque country, the unity of the two parties of 
our people was not only justified historically but also 
economically, and unity was possible. Must the two zones 
of the country develop seperately following different 
strategies according to the state in which they exist? On the 
contrary. They must develop a single unified and national 
strategy with coordination on tactics. 

ARMED STRUGGLE 

My interpretation of the strategy of armed struggle 
doesn’t correspond to that formed by the Sixth Assembly. 
The fact that it would be practiced by a minority doesn’t say 
that it expresses the interests of ^e Basque petty-bour¬ 
geoisie. Armed struggle represents the most radical 
expression of discontent of the popular strata of Basque 
society and, in particular, of toe working class. The 
identification of this class with those who practiced armed 
struggle began to appear at toe time of toe Burgos 


organization, was not until recently able to organize 
patriotic Basque workers in any coherent fashion, is not 
due, as some infer, to its petty-bourgeois character, but to 
its political inexperience. This is logical in a social group 
which has only recently become conscious of its identity and 
which still has everything to learn. 


SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

More precisely, the growth of consciousness of this group 
of Basque workers permits the perception of the Basque 
country as an autonomous frame of reference for the 
socialist revolution—which must inevitably be united with 
the national liberation struggle. 

Subsequent reality has only confirmed these hypotheses. 
The workers’ struggles in toe Basque country have always 
had their limits at toe border of toe Basque nation. The 
political struggle in the Basque country has had a different 
character from toe rest of toe neighboring states. This 
obliged the Spanish parties to decentralize their structures 
by creating special organizations for the penisular Basque 
country (south). The Spanish workers parties stopped 
being the principal enemy of the state. This role was 
reserved for the patriotic Basque working forces, and 
especially the ETA. The same forces served to 
counter-irritate and radicalize the revolutionary process of 
the entire Spanish State, confirming the correct version that 
the ETA had of proletarian internationalism. In spite of the 
inequality between the northern and the southern Basque 
country, due to different forms of national oppression 
and to different socio-economic structures, toe process of 
reconciliation between the two zones is already evident (in 
cultural, economic, and inter-cooperative relations, and 
political parties covering the two zones). Their internal 
relations, always more important, speak against the thesis 
of those who install themselves respectively in the French 
or Spanish process. These were the tools of toe Spanish and 
French States who began to unite in their struggle against 
toe Basque people. 

Once the decay of Franquism started toe ETA, rather 
than enlarging its ranks with petty-bourgeois organiza¬ 
tions, instigated toe creation of workers’ parties. These 
were proving themselves capable of giving impetus to the 
sectors who represented revolutionary practice in toe face 
of toe reformist policy of those who proclaimed themselves 
toe authentic revolutionary communists. 

Today, faced with toe choice between a Basque 
petty-bourgeoisie state or a Spanish socialist one, a section 
of toe working class is in toe position to offer a third 
path: toe Basque socialist revolution. 

We mustn’t indulge in illusions. The triumph of this 

Turn to page 13. 
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Sentencing Statements 



The following are the political defence statements of Ann Hansen. Brent Taylor 
and Doug Stewart, three members of the Vancouver Five, arrested January 20, 
1983. After pleading guilty in June 1984 to the DIRECT ACTION’ bombings of 
an environmentally hazardous electrical substation and a Cruise missile 
components factory, the Five felt free for the first time since the trial began to 
openly discuss the actions, the surrounding issues, and the need for the urban 
guerilla in Canada. 


Ann Hansen 


W HEN 1 look back on the past 
year and a half, I realize 
that I have learned a les¬ 
son. Not the kind of lesson 
that some people would hope I learned, but 
rather through direct life experience, I 
have re-leamed what I once only under¬ 
stood theoretically—^that the courts have 
nothing to do with justice and prison is 
where they punish the victims of this 
society. 

For many years now, I have understood 
that the justice system was actually a 
system of injustice when seen in the 
broader social context. 1 was aware that 
jgarliamen tJswh ere men ma ke laws to 
protect big pusiness,' wfekitliy »iidmiiwiu„ 
and the status quo. Police were employed 
to enforce the laws, courts were created to 


prosecute those who broke the law, and 
prisons were built to punish to guilty. 

My faith in the justice system began to 
erode as I grew up and saw the big 
businesses ripping off people by selling 
poorly produced products at high prices, 
resource companies gouging and raping 
the earth, governments producing nuclear 
arsenals capable of destroying life on earth 
many times over, pornographic magazines 
that normalized and glamorized rape, 
incest and sexual assault, and Indians 
being herded onto reservations to die. All 
ffiese crimes on humanity aiiffthfe earth 'are 
legal. They are protected and sanctioned 
by parliament, the courts, the law and the 

JlTfcliro Thic wac all wumm "" 

In Oakalla, where I have spent the past 
sixteen mon^s, I have found that seventy 


per cent of the prison population are Indian 
womyn, even though Indian people make 
up only one per cent of the total outside 
population. This disproportionate number 
of Indian people in prison is reflected in the 
prison populations across the country and 
reflects the racism of our society. 

Everyone I have met in prison is poor. 
No one owns cars, homes, land or any¬ 
thing. They are there because they were 
forced to commit crimes to survive in a 
society that has no place for them. They 
have never owned forest companies that 
rape whole mountains of their forests, or 
handled nuclear murder weapons or stolen 
oil from Arab lands to be sold at scalper’s 
prices in North America. 

In the beginning when I was first 
arrested, I was intimidated and surrounded 
by the courts and prison. This fear 
provided the basis for the belief that if I 
played the legal game, I would get 
acquitted or perhaps less time. This fear 
obscured my vision and fooled me into 
jinking that I could get a break from the 
justice system. But this eight months in 
court has sharpened my perceptions and 
strengthened my political convictions to 
see that the legal game is rigged and 
political prisoners are dealt a marked deck. 

THE TRIAL 

From the beginning in January 1983, the 
police illegally orchestrated press confer¬ 
ences and furnished the mass media with 
evidence, photos and information that 
became the basis for nation-wide news 
stories convicting us as terrorists. We 
were portrayed as dangerous, psychotic 
criminals without politics. 

Then our charges were separated into 
four separate indictments, of which the 
first was the Brinks conspiracy, so that we 
would be criminalized. This would make it 
harder for people to understand us as 
political people for our future trials. 

During the voir dire, it became obvious 
through police testimony that the different 
police departments had committed illegal 
acts during their investigation. The 
Security Service in all probability watched 
the Wimmin’s Fire Brigade (WFB) do the 
fireboiRbings sinc^ Julie and I had been 
undeir intensive twenty-four hour surveil¬ 
lance by the SS for days prior to and during 

■ lu i u . ■ 

The Coordinated Law Enforcement Unit 
(CLEU) had committed illegal break-ins to 


plant the bugs in our house and in Doug’s 
apartment among other illegal activities. 
But despite th * , the judge permitted the 
wire-tap evidence. This taught me that 
there is one law for the people and none for 
the police. 

But the event % the court proceed¬ 
ings that has had the most politicizing 
effect on me was Julie’s sentencing. The 
judge ignored the fact that she had plea 
bargained and slapped her with the maxi¬ 
mum prison sentence suggested by the 
Crown—^twenty years. During the senten¬ 
cing, the judge said that this case is 
criminal, not political, yet the twenty year 
sentence was justified by the judge as a 
necessary social deterrent which indicates 
that the court is so threatened by the 
potential of social upheaval that it takes a 
twenty-year sentence to deter others. That 
is political. It seems that that the severity 
of the prison sentence is in direct propor¬ 
tion to the perceived level of discontent in 
society. I understand why I have partici¬ 
pated in the legal system up to now but, in 
retrospect, in order to be honest to my 
political principles, T should have refused 
to collaborate in this legal sham and 
instead simply stated my political reasons 
for doing what I did. 

Since I didn’t then, I have the opportun- 



Ann Hansen 


Dunsmiur Action 

Doug Stewart 


OOD MORNING. I have a few 
short comments to make about 
the Dunsmuir bombing. 

In the evening of May 30,1982,1 
went to the Dunsmuir substation on Van¬ 
couver Island and placed four dynamite 
charges, which detonated early the next 
morning and destroyed four shunt reac¬ 
tors. 

The reason why I did that, to put it in a 


nutshell, is that the Cheekye-Dunsmuir 
project is going to inflict large-scale, 
severe damage on the environment in 
B.C., and I consider that to be reprehensi¬ 
ble and intolerable. 

In the communique we released, we said 
that for over 200 years, modem industrial 
civilization has been relentlessly devasta¬ 
ting the natural world, and at an ever 
accelerating pace. One particularly clear- 




cut measure of the destruction being done 
is the simple fact that in the 20th century 
alone, several tens of thousands of animal 
and plant species have become extinct, 
that is, utterly and forever obliterated from 
the face of the earth. In my opinion, there 
is absolutely no possible justification for 
such horrifying slaughter—not jobs, not 
progress, not standard of living—nothing. 

The destruction of the world’s environ¬ 
ment is a direct consequence of modem 
industrialism, but it also springs from 
certain fundamental perspectives of our 
culture. 

Most people in our society, and certainly 
those with wealth and power, are of the 
opinion that the earth belongs to us, that it 
exists only for our use, and that it is of 
value only to the extent that we value it. 
It’s taken for granted that we have a 
natural birthright to manipulate the entire 
world’s economy for our ends. 

That is not how I see it. In my opinion, 
all life on earth has a right to be, and is of 
worth and importance in and of itself. The 
I natural world is a home which we share 
I with the trees and the birds, and which we 
should treat respectfully and gently, and 
mot as something to ruthlessly lay waste to. 

The Cheekye-Dunsmuir transmission 
line fits into this picture as a small part into 
the whole. There are three main environ¬ 
mental consequences of the Cheekye 
project. The first is that as a major 
expansion of B.C. Hydro’s transmission 
capacity, it will facilitate and encourage the 
building of more dams. That has fairly 
obvious significance for the ecology of the 
particular valleys chosen to be flooded. 

The second implication of Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir is that a large part of its power 
was promised to pulp and paper mills, 
which consume vast quantities of trees. 

This will lead to an expansion in 
logging, which is probably the single most 
widespread, destructive activity underway 
in B.C. 

The third consequence is that the incre- 
|ased power supply will allow for a wave of 


general industrial development on Van¬ 
couver Island, which, in a thousand differ¬ 
ent ways, will further contribute to the 
savaging of the environment. 

That is the true nature of Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir, and that is why I participated in 
the Dunsmuir bombing. 

The most obvious objection to this kind 
of action is its blatant illegality. In answer, 

I say you have to look beyond Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir. In the world today, 1 see almost 
unimaginable cruelty, injustice, and suf¬ 
fering. From bloody repression in Central 
America, to starvation of Afiica, and from 
the arms race to the condition of the poor in 
our own communities, the list of atrocities 
is a long one. And in each case, the thread 
of responsibility can be traced to the 
♦western powers, those countries alleged to 
exemplify the benefits of the rule of law. 

1 say bluntly that the great tragedies of 
the modem world are not accidental or 
inevitable, they are the direct consequence 
of a system based on a mad struggle for 
profit. These’s money to be made in 
famine and war, and those who do, will use 
every means at their disposal, including 
the law, to protect their position against 
any threat from social reformers, or revol¬ 
utionaries. 

This is the true function of the law: not to 
defend the weak and ensure the further¬ 
ance of justice, but to defend the interests 
of the strong and ensure the continuance of 
their degradations. And that is why, in 
attempting to stop Cheekye-Dunsmuir, I 
did not consider the law to be a legitimate 
moral constraipt. 

One final point I want to make clear is 
that I reject the label of terrorist. The real 
terrorists are those with wealth and power, 
who profit from the rape of the land, and 
who perpetuate human misery. I act in 
defence of the earth, and in solidarity with 
everyone who’s fighting for a better world. 

That’s all I have to say. 

Doug Stewart 
New Westminister, B.C. 

June 21,1984 
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ity to do so now. Over the last couple days 
we have heard witnesses who are activists 
around the different issues. They have 
spoken at great length about their efforts 
and the efforts of other groups to prevent 
the testing of the Cruise, the construction 
. of the Cheekye-Dunsmuir line and to stop 
Red Hot Video. I think it has become fairly 
obvious through their testimony in each 
case they had exhausted all the legitimate 
channels of social protest in order to stop 
these projects and businesses. It was 
because there was no legal way to stop 
these crimes against humanity and the 
earth, that I felt I had to use illegal actions 
to do so. 

I didn’t just feel that I should, I felt that I 
had a duty and responsibility to do 
everything in my power to stop these 
crimes. At this dangerous point in human 
history, we have a moral reponsibility to 
stop the arms race, violent pornography 
and the destruction of the earth. This 
moral law far over-rides any obligation to 
adhere to man<made laws. 

I would prefer to live in peace but when I 
looked around me, I couldn’t find it 
antwhere. Everywhere I looked, the land 
was being destroyed, the Indians were 
victims of genocide. Third World peoples 
were oppressed and massacred, people 
lived in industrial wastelands and womyn 
were being raped and children molested. I 


could never live in peace—only quiet—the 
kind you find in cemetaries. 

UNDERGROUND RESISTANCE 

Even though I knew that a few militant 
direct actions would not make the revolu¬ 
tion or stop these projects, I believed that it 
was necessary to begin to develop an 
underground resistance movement that 
was capable of sabotage and expropria¬ 
tions and could work free from police 
surveillance. The development of an effec¬ 
tive resistance movement is not an over¬ 
night affair—it takes decades of evolution. 
It has to start somewhere in small numbers 
and whether or not it grows, becomes 
effective and successful will depend on 
whether or not we make it happen. 

I believe these direct actions of sabotage 
compliment the legal radical movement 
and serve a purpose it can’t fulfill. Not that 
the legal movement is ineffective because 
although their efforts often fail to stop a 
project, their work will increase people’s 
consciousness. The important thing is that 
the aboveground and underground support 
one another because our strength lies in 
unity and diversity. 

Although I did do these three political 
actions, they were not the result of the 
culmination of a legal struggle around the 
respective issues. In fact, the point of an 



underground resistance movement is to 
develop a strategic political analysis and 
actions that are based on a understanding 
of the economics and politics of the 
corporate state. Instead of reacting to 
every issue that pops up, we carried out 
actions that were based upon an analysis. 

This way if an effective resistance move¬ 
ment does develop, we can be subjects who 
determine history instead of reacting to 
every singularly obvious symption of the 
system’s disease. 

The politics of Direct Action saw the 
inter-connectedness of militarism, sex¬ 
ism, environmental destruction and imper¬ 
ialism. We saw that all these problems are 
rooted in the value system and way of 
thinking called capitalism and patriarchy. 
These values are passed on .from one 
generation to the next through the institu¬ 
tions of this society—^the multinational 
corporations, schools, mass media, church 
and commercial culture. 

The main value of this society can be 
boiled down simply into one word—money. 
All life on this earth is reduced to its profit 
value by the capitalist economic system. 
Womyn, animals, Third World people, and 
the environment are reduced to a product 
and thus are objectified. Workers are 
valued for their productivity, womyn for 
their value as sex objects, animals for food 
or furs, the environment for its potential as 
a natural resource base. If some living 
being is of no economic value in relation to 
the capitalist system, then it is valueless. 
Consequently, traditional Indian people 
become victims of genocide and huge areas 
of the earth are designated as ‘Natural 
Sacrifice Areas’. So the Litton action, 
Cheekye-Dunsmuir action and W.F.B. act¬ 
ion, at least for me, were not issue 
oriented actions but were our resistance 
politics transformed into action. 

W.F.B. & DIRECT ACTION 

Contrary to the state’s and the police’s 
theories, Direct Action and the W.F.B. 
were two different groups. Of the five of us 
charged with the Red Hot Video firebomb- 
ings, only Julie and I did the firebombing. 
There were no men involved with doing the 
firebombings. Doug, Brent and Gerry just 
happened to either live with Julie and I o^ 
visit us. The W.F.B. was not an ongoinjg 
underground group, it was simply a group 
of womvn who came together for the 
purpose of tireooniumg K.ea not. Video 
because we felt there was no other way for 
us to stop the proliferation of violent 
pornography. 


Direct Action carried out the Litton and 
Cheekye-Dunsmuir actions. I do sin¬ 
cerely regret that people were injured in 
the Litton bombing. All precautions were 
taken to prevent these injuries and an 
apology to the people injured, and an 
explanation as to why it happened was 
released almost immediately after the 
bombing. But I .must also add that I 
criticize the Litton action itself because it 
was wrong for Direct Action to place a 
bomb near or in a building that people 
were working in regardless of the number 
of precautions taken to ensure that nobody 
got hurt. In carrying out actions, revolu¬ 
tionaries should never rely on the police or 
security guards to clear out buildings and 
save people’s lives. 

There is no excuse for these mistakes 
and I will always live with the pain that I 
am responsible for, but these mistakes 
should never overshadow the incredible 
amount of pain and suffering that Litton 
contributes to every day and the potential 
for planetary extinction that the Cruise 
missile embodies. Every day millions of 
people are slowly starving to death because 
so much money and human effort is 
diverted into the international war industry 
instead of being used to feed the people of 
the world. In Canada, essential social 
services are cut so that the government can 
pour more money into the war industry and 
mega projects. For example, the federal 
government has given Litton $26.4 million 
in subsidies to build the guidance system ^ 
of the Cruise. 

The use of 1984 double-think has 
become an important part of today’s 
psychological warfare against people de¬ 
veloping radical consciousness. We expe¬ 
rience it every day, even in this courtroom. 

I an called a terrorist—one who tries to 
impose their will through force and intimi¬ 
dation—by the court and the press. But I 
am not a terrorist. I am a person who feels 
a moral obligation to all that is humanly 
possible to prevent the destruction of the 
earth. 

Businesses such as Litton, B.C. Hydo, 
and Red Hot Video are the real terrorists. 
They are guilty of crimes against humanity 
and the earth, yet they are free to carry on 
their illegal activities while those who 
resist and ^hose who are their victims 
remain in prison. Iftow do we, who have no 
armies, weapons, pqvver or money, stop 
these criminals before they destroy the 
earth? 

I believe if there is any hope for the 
future, it lies in our struggle. 


StruggleforFreedom andtheEarth 

Brent Taylor 


M y purpose for speaking today is 
simply to reaffirm my commit¬ 
ment to the basic values and 
ideals which motivated me to 

struggle. 

I believe that both the ideals, and the 
struggle, are just, and that they hold the 
promise of a better future. I continue to 
desire the creation of societies based upon 
feminist, humanist, co-operative, ecolog¬ 
ical and non-authoritarian principles. 

Illegal activities were one part of my 
political activism in the struggle against 
the injustices and threats to life manifest in 
modem industrial civilization, and the 
political and economic system of imperial¬ 
ism. The overall purpose of any illegal 
activity I was involved in was to further 
develop this stmggle and thereby contrib¬ 
ute to the possibility of a better world—one 
in which all people can finally live in 
freedom and international unity. Even if 
this does not come about in my lifetime, it 
is my hope that one day our future relatives 
will live in such a world. 

I first began to become aware of social 
reality during the latter part of the 1960s.! 
Since then I have never been able to accept 
the existence of so many horrible injustices 
within human societies, nor could I ignore 
that so many of the injustices resulted from 
deliberate decisions by the economically 
and politically powerful people of western 
industrial nations. The widespread protest 
and social movements, which took to the 
streets in the sixties opened my eyes to a 
whole different picture of life than I had 
previously seen in nursery rhymes, child¬ 
ren’s T.V. shows, or school. I paid 


attention to what was happening because 1 
felt that soemthing had to be fundament¬ 
ally wrong with the system since so manji 
people were putting their hearts and 
energies into protesting against it. 

I learned about racism. I learned aboul 
the Vietnam war. I learned about the 
inhumanity of capitalism, and the evil 
greed and hypocrisy of the powerful. ] 
learned why so many people rejected the 
spiritually vacant, obsessively materialistic 
lifestyle of the status quo. I was inspired 
by people’s dreams for justice and libera¬ 
tion, and for a society based upon love and 
sharing. I considered myself to be a child 
of peace. I was not then, nor have I ever 
been, a violent person. 

For the whole of my adult Me, I have 
participated in a variety of political activi¬ 
ties involving many issues. I have learned 
a lot about the real character of the system 
we live under, and why it is the way it is. I 
understand that there are many common 
links between the many grievances and 
critiques that people have about the system 
and the quality of life generally in industri¬ 
alized societies. I understand the sad truth 
that some human beings really do consci¬ 
ously exploit other people in order to 
secure power and profites for themselves. 

I understand that the nations of Canada 
and the United States were founded upon 
campaigns of genocide against the indige^ 
nous peoples of this beautiful continent 
and that the basic intent of these genocide 
campaigns continues to this day. I 
understand that industrial development of 
the scale occuring in the world today will 
inevitably kill the earth’s living biosphere. 
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I understand that the escalating war assumed the power and authority to put me 
preparations of western nations is the and my activities under intense scrutiny, 
result of imperialism's desperation to but I say it iS really thfe imi^rialist system 
prevent further loss of its empire to and industrial civilization which should be 
piovement s in the ^ activities 


In my opinion, it is essential that we stop 
industrial civilization’s destruction of the 
environment and that we stop imperialist 
war and the launching of nuclear weapons. 

It is not enough to simply be concerned 
about such things, or even opposed to 
them. We must stop them from hapi^n- 
ing! 1 believe that moral and political 
responisibUity requires of people that we , 
develop an effective resistance to such 
things. 1 say that this resistance struggle is 
essential because unless we can prevent 
such things from happening, life on earth 
will very likely be extinguished. 

It is as a result of this analysis that I felt 
the need to take action to do what 1 could, 
to directly resist the escalating life-threat¬ 
ening tendencies of imperialism and mod¬ 
em industrial civilization. Even though I 
recognize that there are many important 
and necessary forms of legal political work 
that people must be involved in as part of 
an overall struggle to make better societ¬ 
ies, I was involved in illegal political work 
because there is a real need for direct 
action now against the most critical threats 
•confronting people and the environment. 
Ultimately, I believe that the destruction of 

Create the 

underground 

resistance 

the imperialist system is necessary for the 
wrongs it causes to be righted, and that 
only by popular revolutionary struggle, can 
people ever take control over the direction 
of our societies from the greedy and 
powerful, and thus begin to build truly just 
ones. 

Although the court says that the only 
thing of concern is whether or not I broke 
some laws, I submit that the actual reality 
of this case is distorted and obscured by 
the state’s definitions about what is rele¬ 
vant to this enquiry. I say that people 
should not allow their perceptions of 
what is really at issue here to be distorted 
and debased by the self-serving and moral 
hypocrisy of the state. The state has 


danger. 

Far more important than the fact that 
I’ve broken some laws of Canada are the 
reasons 1 did so. State militarism is 
slaughtering people in ever increasing 
numbers. The ruling class of the western 
world is preparing for imperialist war to 
stop the advance of anti-imperialist libera- 
^tion struggles. The entire planet is 
threatened with nuclear war. Western 
civilization is forcing its domination throu¬ 
ghout the world—exploiting people and 
suppressing their cultures with the pro¬ 
duction of every M-16 rifle, automobile, 
television set, rock and roll supergroup, or 
can of hair spray or underarm deodorant. 
The earth’s precious environment upon 
which all life depends is being relentlessly 
destroyed by industrial development-— 
from the rain forests of the Amazon basin 
to the dying lakes of Northern Ontario. It 
is only because of my active opposition to 
such enormous injustices that I am before 
this court today. 

It may seem like arrogance, but I mean 
this in a most humble way—there are too 
many people in our society who have their 
heads in the sand regarding these enor¬ 
mous injustices. I realize that there are 
many reasons for this, and therefore I feel 
sorrow, not anger, in regards to the overall 
spiritual and moral poverty of Canadian 
people generally. The struggle in Canada, 
I’ve come to believe, is for people living 
under this system to overcome their 
allegiance, acquiesence and participation 
in it. We have a great task before us in 
Canada—to create a better society, not for 
bread and shelter for ourselves, but be¬ 
cause we recognize that is is wrong to live 
the way we do: off the spoils of imperialism 
and the plunder of the earth. This will take 
moral and spiritual understanding and 
strength. I pray that we are able to find it 
in ourselves. 

Finally, I want to say I am a human 
being—not some stereotype. Like all of us, 
I am imperfect. But I am not an evil 
person, I am a moral person. I deeply care 
about this world and the people living in it. 

To me, the struggle for freedom and 
liberation, and to protect the earth is more 
important than anything else. □ 


ROTEZORA from page 6, 

counter-revolution has begun to split the 
radical wing from the rest of the movement 
by any means and isolate them to weaken 
the whole movement. In the ’70s we had 
the experience of what it means when 
sectors of the left adopt the propaganda of 
the state, when they start to present those 
who struggle uncompromisingly as respon¬ 
sible for state persecution, destruction, 
and repression. They not only confuse 
cause with effect, but also justify implicit 
state terror. Therefore, they weaken their 
own position. They narrow the frame of 
their protest and their resistance. 

Zora 1: Our experience: To stay uncon¬ 
trolled and to protect ourselves against 
state attacks a strong unity is necessary. 
We can no longer afford to have every 
group repeat the same mistakes. There 
must be structures in which we share 
knowledge and experiences which are 
useful for the movement. 

How can non-antonomous, non-radical wo¬ 
men nndmstand what yon want? Armed 
actions do have a ^scare away’ effect. 

Zora 2: Why doesn’t it have a ‘scare 


NATO PIPELINE—from page 4, 

tive enrichment of the proletar¬ 
iat in the metropole, 

for a new world economic order as 
demanded by the socialist states 
ofthe Third World, 
for taking away the power of the 
corporations! 

against the increasing special exploita¬ 
tion of women, 

against imperialist population politics, 
for fighting against sexist and racist 
discrimination! 

3. against imperialist war, 

for the attack on the military co¬ 
ordination centres and powerful 
officials, on the military infra¬ 
structure, on the companies that 
profit from it! 

against the police-military surveillance 
and control and resistance com- 
batance, the prison conditions in 
the NATO concentration camps, 
for the worldwide front against im- 

ButvmnwifiiKtBA-at tnc 
which runs from Aalen-Lauchheim to Bod- 
elshausen near Tuebingen we also want to 
refer to the regional struggles there. 
During our attack, the Whitsun blockade of 


ETA—from page 10, 

option is difficult. And the principle obsta¬ 
cles will not be the bourgeois parties, 
which can only make the struggle a longer 
one, or the existence of many workers 
devoid of a national consciousness. The 
rebirth and extension of the national 
Basque consciousness. The rebirth and 
extension of the national Basque con¬ 
sciousness means a long process, but it is a 
process sufficiently developed to as to be 
considered reversible only with difficulty. 

This can make us forget that the object of 
Basque workers is not to consume that 
which is necessary or that which is 
' superfluous, but to transform our social 
relationships of production, restoring the 
fraternity and solidarity and our relation¬ 
ship to the means of production by 
appropriating them and putting them in 
our service. To decide what we want to 
produce and how we want to distribute it, 
to be able to think and cummunicate in our 
own language and create our own culture, 
in brief to be free men in a free country. 
This constitutes a social revolution. To be 
able to achieve it political power must 
belong to us. We must tear it away from 
the Spanish and French bourgeoisie who 
today are the possessors: a pcdttical revolo- 
tion Is necessary.' 

It is certain that the bourgeois political 
forces will oppose this. But the saddest 
thing will be that the political forces 
representing the Spanish working class will 
equally oppose it. We have renounced 
efforts to determine how the Spanish 
revolutionary process will present itself, 
but a good number of us will be ready to 
help them in their task. In exchange we 
require respect for us, Basque workers, in 
our right to decide how we wish to 
construct our future. 

The option offered today by the patriotic 


away’ effect if a guy sells women, but it 
does if his car bums? Behind it is the fact 
that traditional social violence is accepted, 
wheras similar reprisals ‘scare away’. 
Maybe it is scary if everyday reality is 
questioned. Women who get it pounded 
into their heads from the time they are 
little girls that they are victims get insecure 
if they are confronted with the fact that 
women are neither victims nor peaceful. 
This is a provocation. Those women who 
experience their powerlessness with rage 
can identify with our actions. As every act 
of violence against one woman creates an 
atmosphere of threat against all women— 
our actions contribute— even if they aim 
only against the individual responsible—to 
the development of an atmosphere of 
‘Resistance is possible! ’ 



the peace movement was going on at the 
US missile base at Mutlangen which is 
supplied with fuel by this pipeline. In 
Bodelshausen the residents are defending 
themselves against the planned expansion 
of the NATO intermediate tank depot by 
20,000 cubic metres, presumably with jet 
fuel JP 4 (danger class A-1), to 30,000 
cubic metres total. 

Together and in solidarity we will stop 
the projects of the imperialists! 

WAS ON IMPERIALIST WAS !f 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRISONERS 
FROM THE RAF AND THE RESISTI 
ANCE!! 

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF BERND 
ROESSNER INTO THE GROUP AT 
CELLE!! 

BUILD,THE PROLETARIAT COUNTER 
POWER, ORGANIZE THE ANTI-IMPER- 
lAIiST FRONT!! 

REVOLUTIONARY CELLS 


section of the Basque working class is not 
only an option for the Basque country, but 
it is equally an option for French and 
Spanish workers. The Basque revolntlon 
can only strengthen the option of these 
respective conntries. This constitates the 
best contribution of the Basque working 
class for workers all over the worid. 

If the Spanish workers’ parties do not 
understand this and try to stop the Basque 
political process by trying to integrate the 
latter into their respective states, they will 
be doing a sad disservice to the Basque 
workers and to the working class in 
general. The incomprehension which they 
have provento have to date is a direct 
consequence of their incomprehension of 
the very existence of the Basque people. 
This is precisely the reason the most 
revolutionary sector of the people has 
opted for independence. 

Among the Spanish people we have met 
authentic revolutionaries who have recog¬ 
nized the existence and the rights of our 
people. But they are, unhappily, of small 
number. If the Spanish workers’ parties 
has been like them we may have had the 
choice of another, more unified solution. 
As it is, the people march toward their 
economic and political integration, and the 
workers must reinforce solidarity and 
international unity, inasmuch as this does 
not require us to sacrifice our national 
personality. And from there, to avoid 
conflict between the Spanish and French 
Basque workers and to begin the process of 
mutual aid and unification, it is the latter 
who is the latter who must stop thinking in 
terms of Empire and understand, once and 
for all, that we Basque workers are neither 
Spanish nor French, but solely and unique¬ 
ly Basque, and that which unites ns to 
them, is not the pact belonging to the 
same nation, but to the same class. 

Jose Mlgnel Benaran 
Oredenana ^Argala’ 
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honourable people. 



Torture and Resistance 


RED 

BRIBRDES 



We often hear and read about torture. Too often we hear about torture with a 
helpless feeling. We are afraid of torture. We are glad not to live in countries 
where torture is a daily threat and reality, Latin America is far away. Here 'they ' 
don *t do that to us. They don't go so far yet. Because we don't go so far? 

Yet the use of electronics and needles to the sexual organs, the pulling of 
fingernails of Black political prisoners in the USA is pretty close to us. Closer still 
perhaps, at least for our Canadian readers, are the events at Archambault 
penitentiary, Quebec, where prisoners were systematically tortured after the July 
'83 riot. This deserves greater attention. This state, like those of other advanced 
■ industrial nations, is not putting money into the scientific development of torture 
; techniques only to control the Third World, but to eliminate anybody that 
threatens this control. No doubt, this state is ready for it. It will use it if necessary. 
It has no mercy for resistance anywhere. If you take the enemy seriously, he will 
take you seriously. 

Let s not talk about torture and repression alone. Torture is not a revolutionary 
term in the struggle. Let's talk about it in the context of our resistance. There is 
always a way to fight back. Let's be prepared,., 

The following is an excerpt of the strategic statement of the Red Brigades, 
winter 1982, titled, 'For the building of the fighting communist partyThe author 
of this section, comrade Cesare diLenardo, was himself a victim of torture. 


T orture is never the product of 
the viciousness or the sadism of 
individual cops. It is used in 
very specific political situations 
for aims which are never limited to 
squeezing out information. 

As political as the reasons are for the 
start of the torture so are the means to 
resist them. At the moment when you are 
tortured, when you are alone in the hands 
of the cops you must have clear political 

not giving up is the knowledge that 
millions and millions of workers are behind 
you. To be conscious of this is 90% of what 
allpws one to overcome the torture. To deal 
with the remaining 10% is having a 
consciousness about what awaits us, that is 
knowing the methods of pressure which are 
used by the counter-guerillas, both those of 
a psychological and those of a physical 
nature, so that it is possible to meet them 
with a physical and psycholgical attitude 
which makes them ineffective. 

It must be clear that what is written 
below can only help comrades to overcome 
the torture but can't compensate for a class 
consciousness. Nobody should have the 
illusion of being able to meet a political 
problem with technical solutions otherwise 
defeat would be certain. 

ABOUT PHYSICAL TORTURE 

First of all it is necessary to state that 
one can only resist torture if one is 
prepared to die rather than talk—and this 
refers to what is said above. Only some¬ 
body who knows why he/she dies and who 
is convinced that this will be useful for the 
working class is ready to die. But some¬ 
body who plays the Pistolero without 
fundamental class consciousness can feel 
safe: he/she will never have to die under 
torture. 

Now the butchers no longer limit them¬ 
selves to four punches or some salt water. 
Today the real torture continues several 
days. During this torture various parts of 
the body are inflicted with irreparable 
injuries, for example the typical loss of 
hearing and injuries to the ear-drum 
through punches and electroshocks; also 
eyes and testicles (translators note: or 
sexual organs of women) can be hurt. 
Anyone who consciously or unconsciously 
limits him/herself by saying: “I can take 
the punches but only as long as I can stand 
them."—"I can only stand the injuries if 
they are not heav>%" or who him/herself 
defines the weaknesses "If they touch my 
eyes, testicles or something else, I can't 
stand it anymore," he/she will without a 
doubt not resist the torture. It is only a 
question of hours, corresponding to the 


limits, which one has drawn. 

It is important to always remain con¬ 
scious—as long as you are conscious it's 
possible to control your reactions. But if 
you lose control you don't know what will 
happen or what you will say. This is of 
course not an absolute. It is inevitable that 
somebody after 8, 10, 12 hours of uninter¬ 
rupted punches no longers knows if he/she 
is sitting or standing. In spite of this you 
have to have the force to test your 
0J'qXfd§ti5h~whetnw are‘sBB m'renfrol 
of yourself and your thoughts, if you are 
really conscious or totally beaten and no 
longer able to control yourself. This must 
be done so as not to let it happen again. 

It is absolutely necessary to build a wall 
between yourself and the enemy. You have 
to close yourself, never answer, not even 
seemingly trivial or irrelevant questions 
("how old are you"—"do you play sports" 
—"do you like pineapple," etc.) nor to 
provocations. The enemy must not exist. 
You must not hear what they say, ask or 
maintain. You must close yourself like a 
cake in a box and not answer anything. 
Don't allow any dialogue, even if it is 
confidential. Sometimes it seems that 
answers to unimportant things could help 
to calm them down and give you some rest. 
But this is not so. As soon as the cops 
recognize that the wall of silence is 
crumbling they double their dose because 
they know that this is the moment when 
they can achieve results. 

A way to get over the torture is to focus 
on one sentence in your head—and only 
one—and repeat it constantly. The content 
of this sentence is completely unimportant 
—either the classical "I don't know any 
thing" or "gas is expensive" or whatever 
nonsense. It is essential to eliminate 
everything else from your head and to 
think of only this one sentence. One must 
know that this enrages the butchers be¬ 
cause they know this is a typical method of 
resistance against torture. So even if in the 
beginning they strike harder, they will stop 
earlier because they know that somebody 
who uses such a spiritual and intellectual 
means is very hard to break. 

ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL TORTURE 

On a psychological level there exist 
different degrees of pressure. Some of 
them can be defined as real torture. But 
the majority are pressures for days and 
weeks which aim to the loss of your 
personal and political identity through 
constant and uninterrupted false reports. 

Former political convictions are lost, as 
is one’s personal dignity, and finally you 
believe all the dirty stories they tell you. At 


least this is their aim. The decisive factor 
here is also—as with physical torture—^the 
political conviction and the level of political 
consciousness which one has. The techni¬ 
cal means—which in this case also cannot 
compensate for class consciousness—are 
the closing of yourself, not listening, not 
believing what they say and repeating this 
hundreds of times during the days and 
weeks. A technique which is often used is a 
real ‘clean’ torture: the torture of a person 
with whom you are emotionally close (your 
husband, your wife, your brother, your 
sister, or your friends) in front of you; or to 
let you hear their scr-eams in the next room. 

I can assure you that the screaming of the 
tortured people is far more wearing than 
being tortured yourself. The imagination 
overshoots reality. 

Another form of psychological torture is 
to torture you and to cause great pain, and 
to describe to you between tortures what 
they will do or could do next. It is the same 
mechanism for weakening you, that is to 
say, the relationship between imagination 
and objective terror. 

So it is a matter of two kinds of 
psychological torture, by which the distinc¬ 
tion between physical pain and psycho¬ 
logical pressure practically cease to exist. 

These are psychological means of pres¬ 
sure which were developed in the last years 
by psychologists working hand in hand 
with politicians. They are based on the old 
system of the presentation of false reports 
for weeks, together with real political 
proof. 

The basic principle is isolation and 
destruction of solidarity. They try to bring 
you to the following mental state with a 
theoretical analysis, sometimes simplistic, 
sometimes of a refined nature—repeated 
hundreds of times—isolating the working 
class from the rest of society, isolating the 
Red Brigades from the working class, 
isolating single comrades from the rest of 
the organization. 

Phase One 

In general they don't spend a lot of time 
with this phase because they are not 
interested in it enough. It consists of the 
representation of the workers as lazy 
(basically the same old reactionary rhetor¬ 
ic: "The workers are responsiblc'for all the 
evil in Italy"), the workers are the mob of 
societv—isolated from the rest of the 


Phase Two 

They put much more emphasis on this 
phase. It consists of the assertion that the 
fighting communist organizations are 
strangers to the working class which reject 
them. "The workers have nothing to do 
with these organizations. While the mili¬ 
tants have a very hard life, full of dangers, 
the workers think about calouses, food and 
kissing.” 

Phase Three 

In this phase they concentrate all their 
forces and abilities: to let you feel that you 
are isolated from the rest of the Brigades. 
They tell you, that everybody has talked. 
To prove this, they quote some sentences 
or events from someone who is a traitor. 
Sometimes they say that these declarations 
were made by this comrade, sometimes by 
another. They let you feel like an idiot who 
is the only one who won't talk while 
everybody talks to achieve a reduction of 
their sentence. They tell you that your 
attitude is totally useless because they 
know everything already through traitors. 
And that your attitude is only directed 
against yourself and therefore you cannot 
profit from the advantages of laws. 

With this series of three phases, inces¬ 
santly repeated, at all hours of the day or 
night, they can succeed in destabilizing 
you. 

But what was said before about physical 
torture is still important. You have to build 
a wall between them and you. You must 
not listen, not believe one word, even if 
they tell you real events and show you 
proof. One must think through the political 
processes they want ot destroy, always 
knowing: no dialogue, don't answer their 
lies or respond to their provocations or 
expose your own opinions. The risk is that 
you will have to remain silent for months. 
This silence, of course, has to be flexible in 
the sense, that in order to eat, drink and 
smoke you have to ask for this with 
emphasis. So it means to remain silent in 
the political and personal sense of the 
word. It means basically: total silence with 
the exception to demands for the things 
necessary for your survival. ” 



«o«xragg,5^esare di Lenardo 



Covering militant autonomist, anti¬ 
imperialist, national liberation, feminist 
and anti-nuclear struggles in advanced 
capitalist countries. Resistance; Docu¬ 
ments and Analyses of the Illegal Front is 
an important tool for revolutionary social 
change. 

Help us continue to publish. Become a 
sustainer [^50 per year] or subscribe 
[$6/year, $ 15/year for institutions]. Free 
to prisoners. Sendyour cheques to: 

Friends of Durruti 
PO Box 790, Stn. A 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada, V6C2N6 



UFF—from page 16, 


HASTA LA VICTORIA FINAL! 


Pass on tbe torch. Join us, give up your 
own life for the People." 

-Comrade George 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 


DEFEAT US IMPERIALISM AND ITS 
DEATH MERCEIANTSt 

US OUT OF EL SALVADOR—HANDS 
OFF NICARAGUA! 

VICTORY TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PEOPLE—DEATH TO APARTHEID! 

FREE ALL POWs AND POUTICAL PRIS¬ 
ONERS!! 

REVOLUTIONARY LOVE AND SUPPORT 
TO THE LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM 
nGHTERS AND GRAND JURY RESIST- 
ERS! 


LATE FLASH—A bomb ripped through 
the South African Consulate in New York 
at 12:23 a.m., September 26,1984. 

The bomb, planted on the 12th floor of 
the 33 story building where the Consulate 
is located, caused extensive damage accor¬ 
ding to NY police. 

The Associated Press received a taped 
message that said: "We bombed the South 
African Consulate in New York City in 
solidarity with resistance to South African 
human rights violations." 

We hope to reprint the communique 
from this action in our next issue. 
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opposes apartheid. The well known case of 
Steve Biko is but one example of the untold 
numbers of People who have been mur- 
^dered while under detention of the security 
j police. Murder, physical beatings, electric 
I shock, psychological torture and complete 
{isolation are just some of the methods used 
i against those who struggle for human 
rights. Just last month in Atteridgeville, 
^the pigs broke up a gathering of students 
protesting corporal punishment in schools, 
•by ramming a truck into the group of 
(Children, injuring many and killing fifteen- 
j year-old Emma Sathedgeke. 


THERE ARE NO HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN RACIST SOUTH AFRICA 


Communique No, 8 - IBM Action 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 


FREEAZANIA! 

DEATH TO APARTHEID! 

is not long ago when fascism In South 
Africa swallowed our heroes In Sharp- 
viDe../^ On March 21,1960, South African 
fascist police opened fire on unarmed 
African People gathered to protest the 
repressive pass laws of apartheid. Sixty^ 
seven People were kiUed and hundreds 
wounded in this massacre in Sharpville. 


■ ^units 
H Front 


ONIGHT March 19, 1984, armed 
units of the United Freedom 
Front bombed the IBM corporate 

ihinlHitTn Qf ^000 

ter Avenue in a northern suburTTTJrTfCW" 
York City. IBM is a death merchant and 
directly profits from, and supports the 
fascist South African government, and its 
war of terror against the freedom loving 
People of southern Africa. We must and 
will continue the attack on all fronts against 
U.S. imperialism whose government poli¬ 
cies and corporate profits are steeped in 
the blood of those massacred at Sharpevil- 
le, Soweto, Kassinga, Maputo, Maseru 
and the detention cells and execution 
chambers of South Afrikkkan prisons. 

IBM IS GUDLTY OF CRD^S AGAINST 
THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA 
THROUGH THEIR COLLABORATION 
WITH THE FASCIST GOVERNMENT. 

IBM corporate profits translate into 
brutal repression and exploitation of Afri¬ 
can People in Azania. The case against 
IBM is clear. U.S. corporations have over 
$9 billion invested in South Africa. By 
1980, U.S. data processing corporations 
controlled 75 percent of the sales and 77 
of the rentals of computers in S.A. IBM is 
the largest computer supplier to S.A., 
having done business with the government 
since the early 1950s. In 1978 alone, IBM's 
South African sales jumped by 250 percent. 

The apartheid government is IBM’s 
single largest customer, accounting for one 
third of its sales in S.A. 

The computer is an integral part of the 
fascist South African government’s policies 
of facist repression and control and military 
attacks and occupations: 

• Computers support a wide range of 
S.A.’s military functions and operations. 
S.A.’s military relies heavily on IBM for its 
computers and the company continues to 
service S.A.’s most sophisticated computer 
networks. 

• IBM set up Project Korvoor, an auto¬ 
mated military logistics system using IBM 
equipment to supply ammunition and 
military supplies to units throughout the 
country. The project enables S.A. to con¬ 
tinue its war on Namibia and its frequent 
attacks against neighboring countries, 
especially Angola. 

• IBM processors are used by the South 
African Railways to supply military trans¬ 


port, supplies and weapons to its invasion 
armies in Nambia and Angola. 

• IBM supplies military researchers. 

• IBM supplies military contractors and 
arms makers and producers of weapons 
systems. For example, IBM rents comput¬ 
ers to a South African company that 
produces land rovers for the security 
forces. These are the same vehicles the 
S.A. police used in their attack on Soweto 
and other operations. During the Soweto 
uprising, 1000 People—many of them 
children—^were killed by the pig security 
forces. 

IBM supplies computers to a company 
that makes armored vehicles for the S.A. 
military. Armored vehicles are essential 
for the type of counter-insurq gygy ^and_ 

• IBM rents several computers to one of 
S.A.’s top explosives manufacturers; a 
company that specializes in the manufac¬ 
ture of napalm and riot control gas, like the 
type used in Soweto, etc. 

• IBM has maintained military computer 
installations with embargoed parts sup¬ 
plied through its operations outside the 
U.S. 

• IBM computers are used as an itegral 
part of S.A.’s National Identity System. 

• IBM supplies computer software to the 
S.A. police. 

• IBM supplies government agencies 
with computers, training and service that 
these same agencies can easily conceal 
from their real intended use—military, 
police and prison. 

• IBM supplies computers to the Interior 
Department’s population re^s^, the De¬ 
partment of the Prime Minister (P.W. 
Botha, fascist pig architect of the ‘total 
strategy’) as well as many other govern¬ 
ment agencies. 

It is clear that support from U.S. 
high-tech companies bolsters the fascist 
S.A. government and the war machine that 
enforces it. Collaboration with apartheid 
by U.S. companies, including IBM, by 
supplying equipment, products, technol¬ 
ogy and training, is equivalent to those 
criminal enterprises in Nazi Germany that 
built the Nazi war machine and concentra¬ 
tion kamps that were the underpinning of 
fascism. Millions suffered and died as 
death merchant corporations made millions 
in profits. 

We know who the collaborators are. We 
have attacked IBM ih the past. We attack 
them today and will continue to attack 
them in the future unless they cease their 
support and dealings with the illegal 
government of S.A. 

After our last bombing attack against 
IBM facilities, which caused extensive 
property damgage (and helped tarnish 
their phoney but slick Madison Avenue 
image), the IBM bosses offered a $25,000 
reward for our capture. They encourage 
collaboration with the enemy on every 
level! We say—give your $25,000 blood 
money to the families of those murdered 
while in the detention cells of South 


South African jails. 

In 1980, 30,000 African children in S.A. 
died of starvation and many others died 
from related diseases. Millions of Africans 
including entire communities have been 
forcibly uprooted from their homes and 
transferred to the ‘bantustans’. These so 
called bantustans/homelands are nothing 
more than concentration kamps, occupying 
small amounts of barren land, adminis¬ 
tered by brutal goons, armed and support¬ 
ed by the fascist S.A. government. These 
kamps are wracked with poverty and 
unemployment, and worse still, one half of 
tho children die before they reach the age 
of five. 

The computerized ‘pass system’ de- 

statistics, movements, fingerprints, etc.) at 
all times and which must be shown to the 
police on demand. Without such a pass, 
African People cannot work, live or visit in 
what are designated by the government as 
‘white areas.’ One quarter of a million 
People are arrested every year for so called 
pass book violations. 

The U.S. government under Reagan has 
reduced the restrictions on the sale of 
American equipment to the S.A. military 
and police, and has opposed any dismant- 
lingof the repressive security apparatus. 

The fact is, U.S. imperialism is engaged 
in a war with its fascist accomplice, the 
Republic of South Africa, against the 
African Liberation Movements. From 
Lebanon to El Salvador, from the Philip¬ 
pines to Grenada, in its own borders and 
around the world, U.S. imperialism, inclu- 


Smce the Soweto uprising, there has 
been a huge military buildup in S.A., 
supplementing police forces and directed 
against Liberation Movements and the 
People of Namibia, Angola and Mozam¬ 
bique. 

The ‘total strategy’ of this fascist gov¬ 
ernment includes the state mobilization 
and coordination of all S.A.’s resources to 
meet the threat of ‘total war’, i.e.. Libera¬ 
tion of the Land and its People. This policy 
goes hand in hand with the “constructive 
engagement’’ policy of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. U.S. imperialism wants to keep the 
nations of southern Africa in economic 
subjugation to apartheid. U.N. veto power 
by the U.S. has protected S.A. from more 
effective economic santions. 

U.S. policy also means supporting S.A.’s 
occupation of Angolan territory and sup¬ 
port of the counter-revolutionary rats of 
UNIT A/Jonas Savimbi (a favorite stooge of 
Reagan/Bush as well as of top S.A. 
generals). The not so secret war conducted 
by the S.A. regime against the civilians 
and infrastructure of Angola, Mozambique 
and other nations supporting the Libera¬ 
tion struggle are also backed by U.S. 
imperialism. Under Reagan some of the 
largest and most vicious attacks against the 
People of Angola have taken place. 

1984—^the Year of the Women of Azania, 
the year of continuing struggle against 
fascism/imperialism... 

‘fascism your days are numbered on 

- - 


forgotten. 

imperialism...your grave has been made 
days fixed when you’ll be driven fast 
to your abyss 

Mother Africa has condemned you to 
death!‘ 

Poem by an Azanian Sister 

This action is dedicated to the Revolu¬ 
tionary Fighters, Simon Mogoerane, Thabo 
Motaung and Jerry Mosolodi, ANC gueril¬ 
las executed by the fascist S.A. govern¬ 
ment on June 9,1983. 

YOUR SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS LIVE! 

DEFEAT U.S. IMPERIALISM AND 
ITS DEATH MERCHANTS! 

VICTORY TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PEOPLE—DEATH TO APARTHEID! 


Simon Mogoerane 


Thabo Motaung 


Jerry Mosolodi 


ding its death pierchant backers, are the 
enemy of National Liberation and Freedom 
loving People. 

This bombing of IBM facilities, along 
with other armed actions represents one 
level of struggle against fascist S.A. and 
U.S. imperialism. There have to be many 
more actions on all levels and fronts and we 
support all sincere efforts of People fight¬ 
ing against apartheid and imperialism. 

The People of Anzania and Nambia have 
an unbreakable determination to be free, 
reflecting the real wilj of the People for 
National Liberation and Socialism. 

Torture is used on a routine basis against 
Afiican People and anyone else who 


REVOLUTIONARY SUPPORT AND LOVE 
TO THE LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS AND GRAND JURY 
RESISTORS! 

FREE ALL POWs AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS! 

SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT TO ALL 
GROUPS AND PEOPLE RGHTING 
RACIST SOUTH AFRICA! 

BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY 
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT! 

UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 
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DEFEAT U.S. IMPERIALISM 


\\HITE0 


HANDS OFF NICARAGUA 



COMMUNIQUE #9 


U.S. OUT OF EL SALVADOR 


T oday armed units of the United 
i Freedom Front Attacked the 
General Electric Corporation’s 
offices of the aerospace strate¬ 
gic planning and aircraft division, Hunting- 
ton Quadrangle, Huntington, Long Island, 
New York. This action is in response to the 
vicious escalation of the air war in El 
Salvador, which in recent months alone has 
caused the deaths of hundreds of Salvador¬ 
ean civilians, primarily children, women 
and elderly people who remain in the 
villages that are bombed. 

General Electric, (G.E.) the fourth lar¬ 
gest military contractor in the US and the 
second largest in the New York state, has 
millions of dollars of military contracts with 
the US government and its fascist accom¬ 
plices. G.E. supplies the turbo-jet engines 
that power the A-37-B ‘Dragonfly’ attack 
aircraft used in El Salvador. This war plane 
carries up to 6,000 lbs of bombs and other 
weaponry and has dropped cluster bombs, 
napalm, and white phosphorus on the 
cirilian population. Also mounted on the 
A-37-B is the G.E. manufactured 7.62mm 
mini-gun which has a rate of fire of 6,000 
rounds per minute. In a strategy based on ; 
terrorizing the civilian population, the | 
A-37-B is the most powerful bomber in the ; 
armed forces of El Salvador, Honduras and ' 
the genocidal regime of Guatemala. 

The recently appropriated $70 million 
granted to the fascist Salvadorean govern- , 
ment by Congress as they rushed off to | 
their vacations, adds to the hundreds of ; 
millions of dollars to perpetuate a war 
against the freedom-seeking people of El ; 
Salvador. This same money could be used 
instead to help meet the basic human 
needs of the poor and working people of 
this country and other nations. 

The farce of the CIA-backed election of 
Duarte has brought no significant changes 
to El Salvador. The military/oligarchy still 

turned his back on the legitimate proposals 
for peace offered by the FMLN/FDR.The 
fact is that when Duarte was president 
before, (during 1980-82, a major search and 
destroy strategy was carried out killing 
tens of thousands of people. The govern¬ 
ment junta, while under the leadership of 
Duarte, assasinated many in the political 
leadership of FDR and the Archbishop 
Romero, as well as the four American 
MaryknoU clergywomen. Death squads ran 
rampant and several massacres took place 
including the December 1981 massacre of 
almost 1,000 peasants in El Mozote, Mor- 
azan Province. The truth is that Duarte is a 
terrorist backed by the US government 
with the complicity of the US Congress. 

Indications are that the Ray-gun govern¬ 
ment is preparing for a massive US 
invasion of the Central American region 
with the probable use of US combat troops. 
The US has built up a military infrastruc¬ 
ture in Honduras, constantly engaging in 
war maneuvers on the borders of El 
Salvador and Nicaragua. The largest war 
manoeuvres that have ever taken place in 
the Caribbean were recently Concluded. 
This included the use of the Guantanamo 
base, troops on Puerto Rico and the Island 
of Viesques, disregarding totally the rights 
of the peoples of these lands. In addition 
there has been increased funding to the 
murderous regime of Guatemala and large 
scale contra attacks on Nicaragua with 
many civilian casulties as a result. 

Opposition to the US imperialist policies 
in Central America is ever-increasing. 
While this is encouraging, it must continue 
to grow and broaden. Community and 
church gatherings, demonstrations and 
occupations, the growth of the under¬ 
ground railroad/the sanctuary movement 
as well as armed actions all demand that 
the people of this country do not want 
another Vietnam. The government’s reac¬ 
tion to this opposition has been to send out 
its secret police (FBI) to intimidate people 
and organizers, split heads at demonstra¬ 
tions and to try to make the sanctuary of 
Central American refugees a criminal act. 

The United Freedom Front salutes all of 
those involved with these efforts but a 


special salute to those who make the 
greatest sacrifices: the courageous and 
enduring people of El Salvador and of 
Nicaragua. We congratulate the soldiers 
and cadre of the FMLN on their recent 
military victories! 

The UFF is continuing its campaign 
against war profiteers with an armed attack 
against General Electric. Far from ‘bring¬ 
ing good things to life’, these death 
merchants have expanded their business 
from that of light bulb and radio producers 
to supplying oppressive regimes with some 
of the most deadly and destructive weapon¬ 
ry available to date. All the while they 
maintain their public image with their old 
line that, ‘progress is our most important 
product’. 

The General Electric-produced A-37-B 
attack jet with its G.E. ‘muttering death* 


minigun is merely one aircraft and one gun 
in a vast G.E. produced arsenal. To name 
but a few, this arsenal includes jet engines 
for attack planes and bombers, aircraft and 
other guns, armoured vehicles, helicopter 
engines, ammunition and extensive in- 
vblvement in nuclear weapons production 
including the Trident nuclear powered sub 
and the Pershing 11 missile system. 

G.E. has a long history of supplying its 
weaponry to the US government which in 
turn has supplied it to some of the most 
reactionary governments on the face of the 
earth. G.E.’s A-37-A ‘Dragonfly’ was used 
extensively in Vietnam on bombing runs. 
The death toll among civilians was stagger¬ 
ing. 

After the murder of Allende and the 
counter-revolution in Qiile the US sent 34 
A-37-As to strengthen the fascist junta and 
later increased that number. The US 
government does not recognize human 
rights in Chile! 

A-37s have also been sent to Thailand, 
Uraguay, the Shah’s Iran, the Philippines 
anc^^others. 

(j.E. had a very supportive role with the 
colonial Portugese government that ruled 
Mozambique and Angola before the peo¬ 
ple’s liberation. Its support prolonged the 
rule of the Portugese and cost countless 


lives. 

G.E. is a rich, powerful and fat corpora¬ 
tion, which is profiting, from the suffering 
of the people of £1 Salvador and Nicaragua, 
as it profited from the Vietnam war. There 
its engines powered aircraft that dropped 
bombs and chemical such as Agent Orange 
on the Vietnamese people as well as the 
American G.I.s. Its guns were mounted on 
planes that ripped people apart as they fled 
from their villages. 

These maggots sit in their boardrooms 
and calculate their millions in profits while 
the people suffer. 

“No More!—^the Suffera will rise— 
babylon will fall—too tall! 

All Power to the People!’’ 

For Comrade George Jackson—murdered 
August 21,1971— 

For the People of El Salvador and Nicar¬ 
agua— 

For the Sufferers—the Homeless—the Un¬ 
employed—the Hungry— 

For the Imprisoned— 

For those who die in the streets— 

“People are already dying who could be 
, saved. Generations more will die or live 
poor butchered half-lives if you fail to act. 

I Discover humanity and your love in rev¬ 
olution. 

Turn to page 14. 


Officer's Club Action 



GUERIU 



In the early hours of April21, 1984, the Officers Club at the Washington Navy 
Yard was severely damaged by a bomb explosion, but as the club was deserted, 
no one was injured. An armed clandestine organization called the Red Guerilla 
Resistance claimed responsibility for the attack in a telephoned tape-recorded 
message to the Washington Post and UPI as well well as in the communique we 
have reprinted below. 

The Washington Navy Yard was the site of a previous bombing by a clandestine 
group called the Armed Resistance Unit on August 17, 1983. For the texts of the 
Armed Resistance Unit see Resistance #6 and #7. 


W e dedicate this action to Car- 
roll Ishee, North American 
anti-imperialist who died 
fighting alongside the Fara- 
bundo Marti National LIBERATION Front 
of El Salvador. 

His dedication, his willingness to take up 
arms as an ally of the Salvadorian people is 
an example for our entire struggle. To 
honor the memory of Carroll Ishee is to 
pick up his gun, build a militant resistance, 
and struggle to defeat U.S. imperialism on 
every front. 

COMPANERO CARLOS ESTA 
PRESENTE 

Tonight, while the U.S. military pre¬ 
pares for Ocean Venture ’84, we attacked 
the Officers’ Club at the Washington Navy 
Yard. We take this action as part of our 
ongoing campaign of resistance against the 
U.S. imperialists, to bring the war home to 
the warmakers. We act in solidarity with 
the sovereign revolutionary nation of Nica- ‘ 
ragua, the national liberation struggle of 
the Salvadorian people led by the FMLN/ 
FDR, the revolutionary self-determination 
of the peoples of the Caribbean and Latin 
America. 

Here, at the Washington Navy Yard, 
high ranking officers helped to plan Ocean 
Venture. They meet at the Officers’ Club • 
to relax and swap stories and dream] 
of careers to be made by invading i 
Grenada, shelling Lebanon, and blockad¬ 
ing Nicaragua. Genocide is a ladder to! 
success for these men. By their own I 


Honduras has been turned into a garri¬ 
son state, the CIA committed an act of war 
by mining Nicaragua’s harbours, U.S. 
advisors fly military assault missions aga¬ 
inst the revolutionary forces in El Salvador, 
and the U.S. activates the bases with which 
it occupies Puerto Rico. The U.S. govern¬ 
ment, accustomed to dominating other 
nations, does not even hesitate to abrogate 
international law and intervene against the 
right of nations to self-determination. 

For years, the inhabitants of the Puerto 
Rican islands of Culebra and Vieques have 
struggled against U.S. naval attacks on 
their islands—attacks that pockmark these 
islands with bomb craters, threaten to 
destroy the fishing industry^ and force the 
inhabitants out of their homes. Determin¬ 
ed struggles on Culebra in the 1960s drove 
the navy out; the Vieques became the new 
target of the genocidal ‘games’. In 1979, 
Rodriguez Cristobal, Puer- 
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ber of La Liga Socialista Pucrtorriquena, 
-•xicsiea demonstrating with the peo¬ 
ple of Vieques against the U.S. Navy; on 
November 11, 1979, he was assassinated 
by the U.S. government while imprisoned 
in Tallahassee, Florida. In honoring his 
memory, we commit courselves to continu¬ 
ing to fight in solidarity with the struggle 
for Puerto Rico’s independence and sodal- 
sim. We express our support for the 
Puerto Rican armed clandestine movement 
and Puerto Rican political prisoners and 
prisoners of war. 

The U.S. has hesitated to deploy its 
ground troops in Central America because 
they remember that U.S. troops were 
defeated by people’s war in Vietnam, and 
because they need a more consolidated 
base of support at home for imperialist 
war. But they have taken the first step 
towards increased intervention by invading 
Grenada in the face of world condemnation 

Now the U.S. is escalating its aggression 
against Nicaragua and El Salvador. The 
people of Central America are enacting the 
revolutionary anti-imperialist strategy of 
two, three, many Vietnams, and they will 
deliver the next strategic defeat to U.S. 
imperialism and neo-colonialism—in its 
own ‘backyard’. 

At a point when we most need a 
movement that will fight and resist the 
escalating U.S. war machine, our move¬ 
ment is weakened by reformism and elec¬ 
toral politics. To build an effective resis¬ 
tance, we will have to fight and disrupt the' 
U.S. war machine within society; many 
more of us will need to take up arms, as did 
Comrade Carroll Ishee—within the borders 
of the U.S. as well as around the world. 

VIVA NICARAGUA UBRE! 
VICTORY TO THE FLMN/FDR! 
INDEPENDENCE AND SOCIALISM FOR 
PUERTO RICO! 

BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL 
GUERRILLA FRONT AGAINST 
IMPERIALISM! 

BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY 

RESISTANCE MOVEMENT! 

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS 
POWs! 

DEATH TO IMPERIALISM! 


actions, they make themselves the enemy 
of the people of the world and the target of 
America, the Middle East, or parts of 
Europe, the U.S. military is being attack¬ 
ed. They hide behind barricades or stay 
miles offshore in their ships. They return 
to the U.S. to relax and recuperate and be 
adulated by a reactionary government and 
an increasingly militaristic society. 

We need to rob them of the securtiy of a 
home base and make them know they are 
the enemy wherever they go. Their 
officers’ club is gone—let them hide in 
their homes. 

Ocean Venture ’84 is the largest of an 
ongoing series of U.S. war games. The 
military will bring together 33,OCX) of its 
troops and will practice amphibious assa¬ 
ults and bombing attacks against Vieques, 
Puerto Rico—once again making the direct) 
colony of Puerto Rico the U.S. military’s 
training ground. Ocean Venture amasses 
U.S. troops and weapons in the Caribbean, 
training and orienting its troops to the 
region’s terrain and climate. 

In 1982, Ocean Venture was a trial run 
for the invasion of Grenada. Now, as this 
war ‘game’ begins, the Reagap administ¬ 
ration is openly discussing its plans to 
invade Central America. The purpose j)f 
Ocean Venture ’84 could hardly be more 
clear. The imperialist strategy of counter-^ 
insurgency and covert war has not been 
enough to halt the inexorable drive toward 
freedom and liberation in the region, so the 
groundwork is being laid for a more direct! 
and protracted committment of U.S. troop?. 
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